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BFC Announces Requirements for 
U. S. Trade Mission to France 


E. Paul Hawk, Director of the Trade Missions Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, is conferring with Embassy officials in seven 
countries concerning the Spring 1958 Trade Missions Program. 

The fields of specialization to be represented by businessmen who 
will staff these Trade Missions are being determined at these conferences. 


Official trade missions will be sent 
to Japan and the Osaka International 
Trade Fair; to India in conjunction with 
a U. S. Exhibit in New Delhi; Italy 
and the Milan International Trade Fair; 
Germany and the Hannover Interna- 
tional Trade Fair; France and the Lyon 
International Trade Fair; Morocco and 
the Casablanca International Trade 
Fair; and Poland and the Poznan In- 
ternational Trade Fair. 

In Foreign Commerce Weekly, De- 
cember 9, p. 2, specifications for busi- 
nessmen to staff the Trade Mission 
to Poland were announced. Acting on 
new advice from Mr. Hawk, the Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce has announced 
specifications for the Trade Mission to 
France. The folloWing business spe- 
cialists will be required: 


MISSION DATES, APRIL 8-MAY 17 


GENERAL IMPORTER-EXPORTER: 
Knowledgeable in the broadest range 
of commodities and, if possible familiar 
with merchandising in the United States 
and with international licensing ar- 
rangements. 

CONSUMER GOODS SPECIALIST: 
Department store executive, buyer, im- 
port manager, or executive of depart- 





ment store buying organization, Know]- 
edgeable in competitive features, costs, 
markup, price calculation, channels of 
distribution, etc., for the broadest 
variety of consumer products, partic- 
ularly quality textile goods such as silks, 
linens, rugs, and other luxury items. 

MACHINERY EXPERT: Technical 
knowledge of the broadest range of 
machinery, including heavy machinery, 
machine tools, food processing, textile, 
and other manufacturing machinery and 
equipment. Possibilities include tool and 
die expert; export-import mechant with 
engineering background; senior sales 
engineer for a large manufacturer of 
varied products with a knowledge of 
many industries such as the industrial 
instrumentation field; technical trade 
journal editor and an engineering con- 
sultant, 


Specifications for staffing two more 
trade missions will be published as 
received. -Businessmen who wish to 
volunteer for the Mission to France 
should communicate with the nearest 
Department of Commerce Field Office 
or the Trade Missions Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S, Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 





Field Offices Give Fast Service 


Information on all phases of world 
trade—from comprehensive economie 
and business data to details on export 
and import regulations is quickly and 
directly available to businessmen in 
their own localities through the 33 
Field Offices of the U. S. Department 
of Commerce. 

Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the United States, the 
Field Offices are staffed with foreign 
trade specialists who keep abreast 
of developments in the United States 


Stpaguenace, N. Mex., Room 821, Post 


Office Bidg. 
Atlanta 3, Ga, "" Volunteer Bldg., 66 
Luckie St., N.W 


Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. S. Pogt Office and 


Courthouse wee. 
Baffalo 3, = 117 miosis St. 
Cypeetes C., Area 2, Sergeant 
Jasper <2 West End Broad St. 
Senne 70., 307 Federal Office Bldg. 
or a 226 W. Jackson Blvd. 
eres S by Ohio, 442 U. S. Post Office 
and Courthouse. 
Cleveland, 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 
Dallas 1, x., Room 3-104, Merchandise 
Mart, 500 Ervay St. 
Denver 2, Cole., 142 New Customhouse. 
Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 
Greensboro, N. C., Room 407, U. 8S. Post 
Office Bldg. 


Houston 2, Tex., 624 First National Bank 
Bldg. 


Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bldg: 
Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office Bidg 


and abroad. Aided by the current 
information and publications sent to 
them regularly from Washington, 
they are well equipped to serve world 
traders in their communities. 


Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other business 
organizations—which have been fur- 
nished with Department publications 
and reference materials for use by 
businessmen, 


Los Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 S. Broadway. 

Memphis 3 Tenn., 213 Falis Bidg. 

Miami 32, Fla., 300 NE First Ave. 

mpcsecte 1, Mian., 319 Metropolitan 
g. 


New Orleans 4 La., 333 St. Charles Ave. 

New York 1, N. Y., 350 Fifth Ave. 

Philadelphia’ 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St. 

Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 

Sear ner ao) 22, Pa., | Sixth St. 

Portlan , Oreg., 217 Old U. 8. Court- 
ouse 


Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 
Richmond 19, Va., Room 409, Post Office 


Bid 
St. Leste 1, Mo., 910 New Federal pea 
Salt Lake City 1 "Utah, 222 SW Temple S 
San Francisco 11, Calif., Room 419 Cus- 
tomhouse. 
Savannah, Ga., 235 U. 8. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bldg. 
Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 
For local telephone numbers consult 
U. 8. Government section of phone book. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Several Corollary Measures Taken 





Devaluation Spurs Finnish Economy 


The third quarter was a period of momentous developments in the , new rediscounting terms, and, though 
economy of Finland, including the settlement of the wage issue, reforms 
in Government, finances, and finally devaluation. 

The devaluation announced September 15 amounted to a 28-percent 
decrease in the external value of the mark, but was more commonly 
referred to in Finland as a 39-percent devaluation, based on the change 
in the Finnish mark prices of foreign currencies. The move had been 
anticipated for some time, since the Finnish mark has long been recog- 
nized as overvalued, which placed export industries ih an increasingly 
poor competitive position as domestic production costs rose. Prior to 
devaluing, however, a program to stabilize the country’s economy by 
means of fiscal and policy reforms was undertaken, and in a large 


measure, achieved. 

Devaluation was accompanied by sev- 
eral corollary measures: 

@ Multiple exchange rate practices 
were abolished and a _ single rate 
adopted for all transactions. 

@ Levies were assessed against the in- 
creaSe in exporters’ proceeds resulting 
from devaluation in order to prevent 
windfall profits and to help control the 
money market. 

e A domestic price freeze was de- 
creed. 

@ Seventy-five percent of imports 
from most Organization for European 
Economie Cooperation (OEEC) coun- 
tries were freed as of October 1. 


Devaluation Effects Evident 
In All Sectors 


The effects of devaluation have been 
evident in all sectors of the economy. 
Business activity picked up immediately, 
although it had been somewhat hesitant 
in anticipation of a lifting of the price 
freeze, The price level threatened to 
rise sharply, but controls blunted tend- 
encies toward runaway inflation, and the 
price rise will be gradual. 

The cost-of-living index, at 126 in 
September, will probably reach 130 in 
December-January, at which point most 
wage contracts signed last fall call for a 
4-percent wage increase. 

Raw timber prices, of importance to 
farmers as owners of forests, rose sig- 
nificantly at the Government timber 
auction held immediately following de- 
valuation, Thus, although wood-proc- 
essing industries were in a better com- 
petitive position because of the increase 
in mark proceeds from export sales, 
they considered rising raw material 
costs, the levy on their export proceeds, 
and the anticipation of higher labor 
costs as preventing any sudden changes 
in investment or marketing plans. 

Industrial production continued the 
downward trend started late last spring, 
and it was unlikely to increase this year 
in view of a tightening export market 
for some of Finland's primary products. 
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The farm sector’s situation improved 
from the rise in raw timber prices. 
However, damage to crops from a wet 
harvest cut into farm income and the 
agricultural interests were not inclined 
to give in to pressure from other sectors 
to alter the legal tie between farm in- 
come and wages, 


Foreign Exchange Reserves 
Increase Sharply 


Foreign exchange reserves, which have 
been low all year, increased sharply 
from a seasonal rise in exports and an 
increase in collections from foreign ac- 
counts following devaluation, and they 
appear sufficient to withstand the pres- 
sure from the liberalization of imports 
for a few months. Foreign loans may 
have to be asked by mid-winter or 
spring, however, if there is a continua- 
tion of the greatly increased import 
licensing apparent since automatic li- 
censing began October 1. 

Devaluation has relieved some of the 
earlier tension in the money market, 
but this had been uneven. A sharp drop 
in rediscounts was caused primarily by 





Chamber of Commerce 
Of Americas To Meet 


The eighth annual meeting of 
the Chamber of Commerce of the 
Americas, Chamber of Commerce 
Building, Miami 32, Fla., will be 
held in Miami, June 23-26, 1958. 

The Chamber was formed in 
1950 with the objectives of foster- 
ing and encouraging inter- and 
intra-American trade, to strive for 
the elimination of barriers to free 
trade, to foster and encourage 
tourist travel in the Americas, and 
to bring about an even closer co- 
operation between businessmen of 
the Western Hemisphere. 











private banks’ liquidity improved, credit 
remained extremely tight. 


Controls Relaxed on Imports 
From OEEC Countries 


A major step toward trade liberaliza- 
tion was taken when, as an adjunct to 
devaluation, 75 percent of imports from 
OEEC countries, based on the 1954 level 
of imports, were placed under automatic 
licensing as of October 1. This applied 
to Western European countries that 
grant Finnish™exports OEEC free-list 
treatment and convertibility of export 
earnings. France was unwilling to par- 
ticipate for the time being, and trade 
with France had been resumed on a bi- 
lateral basis. 


Items freed are mainly industrial raw 
materials, semimanufactures, machin- 
ery, chemicals, and certain consumer 
goods. Imports from the dollar area re- 
main under restrictive licensing, but the 
Finnish authorities are planning to ex- 
tend a partial relaxation to the dollar 
area as well. The nonliberalized por- 
tion of imports from Western Europe 
will be licensed under global quotas sim- 
ilar to those applied in the past 
months, and imports from the Soviet 
bloc continue under bilateral quotas. 


Exports and Imports 
Show Increase 


Exports have totaled 142.2 billion 
Finnish marks through September—12 
percent higher by value than at this 
time a year ago—while imports in- 
creased by only 4 percent in the same 
period. The rise in total imports was 
owing to imports from the Soviet bloc, 
as imports from the West had been sig- 
nificantly curtailed up to the time of 
devaluation. 

Distribution of exports however had 
not changed much, Cumulative exports 
to the principal currency groups were 
as follows: To the Soviet bloc 28 per- 
cent, to Western Europe 56 percent, and 
to the dollar area 6 percent. 

Additional purchases of surplus agri- 
cultural commodities from the United 
States under Public Law 480 are antici- 
pated by Finland, which might bring 
1957 purchases to about $14 million. 
This program would, of course, assist 
Finland in meeting her basic commodity 
requirements at a Saving of foreign ex- 
change. 

The Finnish Government proposes to 
raise specific duties on imports to the 
extent of the devaluation, as provided 
under Article III of General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). The Gov- 

(Continued on page 22) 








ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Swiss Economy Shows Signs of Leveling 
Off; Imports Increase and Exports Drop 


The Swiss economy in October continued to prosper, but indications 
»were that the boom was less pronounced than earlier this year. 

Imports increased, while exports were slightly lower than in the 
like period a year ago. The money market showed considerable liquidity 
and the capital market was receptive to new bond issues at rates which 
represented a definite improvement over the past few months. 


Swiss foreign trade continued to show 
the substantial import surplus that has 
been customary this year. Imports were 
valued at 712.6 million francs, an in- 
crease of 8.8 percent over the September 
figure and 14.6 million francs over 
October 1956. Exports amounted to 
607.1 million francs, showing an increase 
of 86 percent over last*month but a 
decline of 8.2 million francs from the 


corresponding month last year (1 Swiss 
franc = US$0.233.). 


Foreign Trade Strong 


Switzerland’s adverse trade balance 
through the first 10 months of 1957 
amounted to 1,618.7 million francs, com- 
pared with 1,119.9 million for the like 
period in 1956. 

The increase in imports over a year 
ago was mainly the large influx of 
fresh fruits from Italy to compensate 
for the poor Swiss harvest. Imports of 
raw materials for the textile industry 
remained stable, while metals were gen- 
erally lower—particularly copper, which 
decreased from 18.2 million francs to 
11.7 million. The value of automobiles 
imported in October was 33.6 million 
francs, compared with 42.3 million 
francs in the like month a year ago. 


Following the seasonal pattern, ex- 
ports in October were larger than in 
September, but showed a net decline as 
compared with October 1956. The metal- 
working industry, including watches, 
exported goods valued at 325.1 million 
francs, a decrease of 16.4 million francs 
from the October 1956 figure. 

The watch industry exported only 4.3 
million units in October, compared with 
4.8 million units for the like month in 
1956. 

Some of Switzerland’s other important 
industries did not maintain the level of 
trade reported a year ago. The textile 
industry showed exports valued at 75 
million francs, identical with the 
September figure but 2.4 million francs 
less than October 1956. On the other 
hand, the chemical and pharmaceutical 
industries exported 99.6 million francs, 
showing a gain of 8 million over last 
October. Chocolate and packaged soups 
were the strongest among exports of 
foodstuffs. 

West Germany continued to retain 
the position of leading supplier and 
market for Switzerland. Although the 
United States retained its position as 
the second best foreign market, it lost 


4 





to Italy its position as the second 
supplier. 


Switzerland imported from the United 


States goods valued at 90.2 million 
francs, showing a decrease of 6.6 million 
from October 1956, and exported goods 
worth 80.1 million francs, a decline 
of 9.8 million as compared with last 
year. Swiss exports to France amounted 
to 35.9 million francs, slightly higher 
than the September figure but almost 
15 million francs lower than for the 
like month last year. Swiss exports to 
China including Hong Kong and For- 
mosa were off by 5 million francs, com- 
pared with October 1956. On the other 
hand gains were registered in exports 
to Germany, Italy, Sweden, the United 
Kingdom and Egypt. 


Industrial Production Down 


Although, generally, no specific pro- 
duction figures are published in Switzer- 
land certain indicators revealed a de- 
cline in output. The number of factories 
working two shifts dropped from 1,048 
in 1956 to 997 in the third quarter 
of 1957. Also, the construction industry 
reportedly tapered off from the frenzied 
pace of the first half year, although 
more dwelling units were built in Octo- 
ber than in the like month of 1956. 
However, authorizations for new hous- 
ing. have dropped from October 1956 
with the respective figures of 913 and 
1,151. 

The consumer-price index rose to a 
record level of 180.5 (August 1939= 
100), with a 2.2-percent increase over 
October 1956. The index of wholesale 
prices, on the other hand, declined from 
222.7 in September to 222.5 at the end 
of October, 


The labor market remained tight, 
with statistics showing 1,086 completely 
unemployed at the end of the month 
and 4,455 job vacancies. Comparable 
figures for October 1956 were 1,072 
and 5,515, with the ratio this year 
approximately 4 jobs for each unem- 
ployed as compared with a ratio of 
approximately 10-1 earlier in the year. 
Despite these minor variations there 
are at present, 377,000 foreign workers 
employed in Switzerland out of an 
industrial labor force of less than 1 
million, Availability of labor continues 
be a matter of concern to industrial 

rms, 


The tension in the capital market 
in October was eased and the recep- 





Canada Offers Wheat 
To India 


Canada will ship to India about 
4 million bushels of wheat, val- 
ued at Canadian $7 million under 
the Colombo Plan. 

The first shipment is scheduled 
to arrive the end of December. 
The Canadian wheat offer, al- 
though small in terms of India’s 
total needs, comes at a time when 
India is faced with an increased 
shortage of foodgrains, owing to 
adverse weather conditions affect- 
ing the country’s foodgrain output 
and to growing consumption re- 
quirements. 

The U. S. Public Law 480 pro- 
gram has provided substantial as- 
sistance to India in meeting its 
food needs, supplementing normal 
commercial food imports from the 
United States and other sources. 











tion of new loans proved satisfactory 
Loans were oversubscribed when offered 
at 4% percent, an indication that this 
rate of interest is the minimum to 
attract investors. 


Several important loans were offered 
for subscription at variable interest 
rates, including the 15-million franc 
“Fairplay of 1957” issue of the Federa- 
tion of Migros Cooperatives. Over 12,- 
000 investors subscribed 38 million 
francs, or 2% times the amount 
requested. 


The banks continued to show restraint 
in granting new mortgages. This polic) 
results from a desire to curtail the con- 
struction boom on one hand and from 
the lack of liquidity among smalle: 
lending firms. However, the money 
market in general continued to show 
high liquidity. The flow-back of dollar 
assets had practically stopped. 

The Swiss stock market was general- 
ly weak. Financial circles warned 
against buying stock for other than 
long-term investment purposes. The Old 
Age and Dependents Insurance Fund 
announced that in the third quarter 
of 1957 new investments had been made 
in the amount of 76.7 million francs. 

Television in Switzerland expanded 
further, The Federal authorities have 
announced that transmitters at Saentis, 
Monte Ceneri, and Monte San Salvatore 
are expected to go into operation short- 
ly. Trial broadcasts will begin before 
Christmas and regular operations wi!! 
begin in the early spring. 

The station at Saentis is the most 
modern Swiss high frequency instal- 
lation, servicing not only television but 
also the automobile telephone service. 
Purchases of television receivers by the 
average Swiss are slow with ‘the total 
new installations so far in 1957 ap- 
proximately 9,000 sets. 
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Philippine Payments 
Situation Critical 


The continued decline of foreign ex- 
change reserves to a new low was the 
outstanding feature of the Philippine 
economy in October. 

International reserves fell by about 
$15 million from $184.2 million at the 
end of September to $168.9 million on 
October 31. Both figures, however, in- 
clude large obligated amounts. ~ The 
latter specifically included short-term 
loans from private U. S. banks amount- 
ing to $35 million, a $15-million draw- 
ing from the International Monetary 
Fund, and proceeds from barter ex- 
ports of possibly $25 million which are 
commitments to barter exporters. Thus 
unobligated reserves were below $100 
million. The principal reason for the 


decline remained the high level of 
imports. 


Export Earnings Off $3 Million 


Export earnings were off about $3 
million from the figure for October 
1956. This decline represented a fall 
of about 8-9 percent in physical terms 
since export prices were up about 3 
percent over October last year. How- 
ever, in view of the growing reports of 
evasion of exchange controls through 
overshipment and wundervaluation of 
major exports, such as copra and logs, 
the fall in exports may have been sub- 
stantially less than the official figures 
indicate. 

In the face of the deteriorating pay- 
ments position, key Government offi- 
cials sought to reassure the business 
community and the public that the peso 
was sound. The governor of the Re- 
habilitation Finance Corporation (RFC), 
for example, declared that rumors cir- 
culating in Manila that the peso would 
be devalued were without foundation. 


New Economic Measures Planned 


While these assurances were being 
made to help restore public confidence 
in the financial soundness of the coun- 
try, widespread reports were that the 
governor of the Central Bank was re- 
turning from the United States with a 
new formula to bolster the economy. 
However, details concerning the plan 
were not obtainable other than that 
major changes in governmental fisc 
and monetary policies were expected. 

One official surmised that the plan 
would include tightening of credit by 
the suspension of building loans from 
the RFC, the Philippine National 
Bank, the Government service insur- 
ance system, and the large private in- 
Surance companies. It was believed also 
that the plan would include the floating 
of dollar bonds, a $300- to $500-million 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Japanese Economy Marks Time 


The Japanese economy generally marked time in September, the 
fourth month in which a flattening-out of important sectors of the 


economy continued. 


The industrial-production index increased less than 1 percent over 


the August level. Mining output advanced by 
cause of the seasonal increase in coal production. 


9.0 percent, chiefly be- 
Manufacturing 


declined by 0.2 percent from August, largely owing to the decrease in 


output of chemicals, metals, and machinery. 


Despite the slight decline 


in the manufacturing index, output in September stood at 10 percent 


above the September 1956 index. 
The leveling-out of production, which 
was contrary to the seasonal pattern, 
was generally attributed to the fmpact 
of the tight money policy and curtail- 
ment of domestic investment, A some- 
what more bearish outlook now is in 
prospect and a long-term decline in pro- 
duction or investment is not indicated. 


Trade Declines 


The trend of recent months toward a 
better balance between Japanese ex- 
ports and imports was interrupted in 
October. Exports of $225.1 million took 
a substantial drop of $34.2 million from 
the September level, owing mainly to 
a decrease in ship exports and to a less- 
er extent in clothing, fertilizers, toys, 
and games. October imports of $306.4 
million decreased $13.1 million from the 
September level. 


The trade deficit, which had been 
shrinking, increased to $81.3 million in 
October. It appears unlikely that the 
trade deficit will decrease in the next 
several months. Imports for the first 10 
months of 1957 totaled $3.7 billion and 
exports amounted to $2.3 billion, re- 
sulting in a trade deficit of $1.4 billion 
at the end of October, 

On the basis of 10-month figures, 
Japanese Government sources estimate 
that 1957 imports will reach about $4.3 
billion, as compared with $3.2 billion in 
1956, a 40-percent increase. Total 1957 





stabilization loan, International Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development 
(IBRD) loans, and the renewal of ex- 
isting U. S. Export-Import Bank loans 
to the Philippines. 


Profit Remittances Suspended 


The Central Bank of the Philippines 
in early December announced the sus- 
pension of all profit remittances and 
a tightening up of exchange controls on 
imports, For details, see article under 
section, ‘Foreign Government Actions” 
in this issue. 

Living costs continued to rise, but at 
a much lower rate than in the immedi- 
ately preceding months. Higher food 
prices mainly accounted for the rise. 
On the other hand, wholesale prices 
dropped slightly for the first time since 
April. The prices of most principal ex- 
ports were off only slightly or un- 
(Continued on page 6) 











exports were estimated at about $2.8 
billion, compared with $2.5 billion in 
1956, a 15-percent increase. 


Payments Position Favorable 


October is the first month this year 
in which Japan's foreign exchange trans- 
actions were not in deficit. A surplus of 
$26 million resulted from foreign ex- 
change transactions in October. A sur- 
plus is also forecast for November, Out- 
standing short-term liabilities declined 
by about $40 million, the fourth consec- 
utive month that such liabilities were 
reduced. 


Official dollar and sterling holdings 
amounted to $866 million at the end. of 
June and short-term liabilities in these 
currencies amounted to $566 million, 
giving a net balance of $300 million. 
Comparable figures are not available for 
the end of October but this position has 
improved since June because of the $125 
million drawn from the International 
Monetary Fund, repayment of which 
can be delayed as long as 5 years. 

The nominal balance of payments for 
the first 10 months of 1957, not taking 
into account short-term liabilities, reg- 
istered an excess of payments ($3, 615 
million) over receipts ($3,015 ‘million) 
amounting to $600 million. 


W holesale Prices Increase 


A rise in domestic prices in Septem- 
ber was disturbing; wholesale prices 
increased by 2.2 percent and consumer 
prices by 4.3 percent. The Economic 
Planning Board’s wholesale-price index 
had declined about 7.5 percent from 
April until mid-August, largely because 
of the tight money policy and seasonal 
factors. 


The renewed upward movement in 
September was attributed to the an- 
nouncement of a greatly reduced im- 
port budget; expectation of a relaxation 
in the money market, supported by 
sizable Government payments to rice- 
producing farmers; and the continued 
strength of consumer demand and in- 
vestment spending. A leveling-out and 
partial decline of the index in October 
had a reassuring effect. 

Export prices in September showed 
no change from August. Import prices 


fell by 1.8 percent, reflecting a weaken- 
ing of world market prices and freight 
rates.—U. S, Embassy, 


Tokyo. 








ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 








High Level of Sugar Exports, Good Prices: 
Strengthen Economy of Dominican Republic 


The economic situation in the Dominican Republic in the 6-month 
period April-September of this year was characterized by a high level 
of exports and prospects of finishing the year with a more favorable 
trade balance than the last few years. 

Strengthening world sugar prices and high export, levels were 
reflected in improved levels of domestic business and industrial activity. 
Although collections reportedly were slow, business and financial circles 


were active and optimistic. 


Activity in both the manufacturing and 
extractive industries similarly maintained high levels. 


The official 


wholesale-price and cost-of-living indexes fluctuated within a narrow 


range, and the wage index rose 14 
of the year. 

Preliminary official trade figures for 
the first half of 1957 indicate that the 
favorable trade balances which have 
been enjoyed by the Dominican Repub- 
lic in recent years are likely to be 
sustained or surpassed in 1957. Accord- 
ing to these data, exports totaled 
$89,717,695 against imports of $55,582,- 
164, yielding an export balance of $34,- 
135,531 for the first 6 months of the 
current year. Sugar accounted for $55,- 
813,975 of the total exports. Although 
later. trade data are not available, press 
reports indicate that the favorable 
balance continued in the third quarter. 

The .commodity pattern of exports 
and imports did not show any notable 
change. Sugar, coffee, cacao, and to- 
bacco, in that order, continued to hold 
about their same relative positions in 
the first half of the year. Great Britain 
continued to be the major sugar pur- 
chaser, followed by West Germany and 
the United States. 


Spokesmen for private trade missions 
from the United States, Austria, and 
Japan which visited the Dominican Re- 
public expressed themselves as being 
encouraged by the prospects for increas- 
ing the trade between the Dominican 
Republic and their respective countries 
and commented favorably on the oppor- 
tunites for private investment in the 
Dominican economy. 


Business Conditions Good 


Business conditions in the second and 
third quarters of the year continued 
good and spokesmen for trade and mer- 
chant associations have predicted that 
sales during the coming Christmas sea- 
son will set all+time highs. 

The improved levels of business ac- 
tivity were attributed primarily to the 
strengthening of sugar prices and the 
high level of exports. Other encourag- 
ing developments were the ending of a 
drought, which for a time seemed to 
pose a serious threat to agricultural 
production and the improvement in 
world prices for cacao. 

The Rice Control Board, under the 
direction of the Agricultural Credit 
Bank, was created in September. The 
stated duties of the new agency are 


6 


index points in the first 6 months 
to set minimum and maximum prices 
for rice, to prevent speculation, and to 
encourage improvement in rice culture. 


The means of payment rose from $114 
million to $125.3 million is the first 8 
months of 1957 while monetary reserves 
increased from $30.1 million to $35 mil- 
lion. As of the end of August, gold and 
foreign reserve holdings amounted to 
$11.4 million and $27.9 millions, respec- 
tively. Gold holdings were unchanged, 
but foreign exchange increased from 
$21.9 million in January, to $27.9 million 
in August. 


Cost-of-Living Index Fluctuates 


The official cost-of-living index (1941 — 
100) in the first half of the year 
fluctuated within a narrow range be- 
tween a low of 241.3 in May and a high 
of 246.4 in March; in June, it stood at 
243.4. The wholesale-price index (1941= 
100) reached a low for the year in June 
at 255.1. The official wage inde& (1941 — 
100) reached its alltime high in July 
at 380.8, an increase of 14 index points 
from January 1, 


The general level of industrial activity 
showed some seasonal decline with the 
end of the sugar grinding season, Other 
industries, however, continued at high 
levels of operation. Some improvements 
in and additions to mill machinery as 
well as additional irrigation works in 
the sugarcane areas are expected to 
contribute to both growing and process- 
ing increases in the coming sugar sea- 
son. A new Salt refinery and a fertilizer 
mixing plant were put into operation 
in the period under review. 

Work progressed in the development 
of iron ore and bauxite production, Ex- 
ploration work continued on minerals 
and petroleum with results generally 
reported encouraging. It was considered 
likely that oil drilling operations might 
be started in the last quarter of the 
year. 


Tourist Arrivals Decline 


Tourist traffic 


through September 


“held up well as to volume, but estimates 


of tourist expenditures declined from 
1956 levels. ‘Tourists arrivals totaled 
33,130, according to figures released by 


the Dominican Tourist Bureau, as 
against 33,260 in the like period in 1956. 
However, estimated minimum expendi- 
tures amounted to only $3,974,150, as 
against $5,428,150 in the 9-month period 
in 1956. 

Ciudad Trujillo’s two large tourist 
hotels, El] Embajador and Hotel Jaragua, 
were purchased in July by Internationa! 
Hotels Corp., a subsidiary of Pan Amer- 
ican World Airways, at a reported price 
of $9 million ——U. S. Embassy, Ciudad 
Trujillo. 





Philippine Payments ... 


(Continued from page 5) 
changed from September levels, al- 
though prices of abaca (Manila hemp) 
were down about 5 percent. 


Nickel Project Delayed 


Philippine hopes for the development 
of the Surigao nickel project on Nonoc 
Island suffered a setback on October 
31, the day the bids were opened, when 
it was found that none of the more 
than a hundred firms invited had sub- 
mitted a bid. The Director of the Phil- 
ippine Bureau of Mines attributed the 
failure to receive any bids to restrictive 
terms in the enabling legislation, par- 
ticularly the provision requiring that 50 
percent of the net profit or 5 percent 
of the gross, whichever is higher, go to 
the Philippine Government. 

The Bureau of Mines, however, plans 
to draft a new bill for submission to 
the next session of Congress to amend 
some of the more restrictive features 
of the present legislation. Another im- 
portant factor was the sharp drop in 
nickel prices in the past year and the 
opening up of new deposits elsewhere. 

Other developments in the investment 
field were the announcements of the 
Republic Cement Corp. plan to double 
its present capacity to 6 million bags a 
year, of Eternit Corporation’s plan to 
establish. a modern high-pressure pipe 
plant, and of Reynolds Philippine Cor- 
poration’s plan to expand its plant to 
add aluminum extrusions to its products 


Money Supply Rises 


The money supply rose moderately 
in September, the latest month for 
which data are available, after declin- 
ing the preceding 2 months. For the 12- 
month period beginning September 30, 
1956, the money supply increased about 
7 percent, compared with a rise of 17 
percent for the corresponding period 
beginning September 30, 1955. This 
slowdown largely reflected the drawing 
down of international reserves, in the 
absence of which, the expansion of the 
money supply would have been consid- 
erably greater. Significantly, with re- 
serves at dangerously low levels, the 
opportunities for siphoning off infla- 
tionary pressures through excessive 
imports will be rather limited for the 
immediate future—U. S. Embassy, 
Manila. 
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Mexico Expands Items Philippines Halts Remittance of 
Profits, Tightens Import Controls 


The Philippines, which in the first 11 months of the year, lost 
one-half of its international reserves, has temporarily suspended all 
remittances abroad of profits and dividehds. At the same time it has 
drastically tightened its exchange controls on imports in an effort to 
halt the outward flow of foreign exchange. 


Under Import Control 


Pyroxylin impregnated cotton cloth; 
certain tools, coal tar colors, and tota- 
quine; and certain iron and steel manu- 
factures have been added to the list of 
products requiring a permit from the 
Mexican Ministry of Economy for im- 
portation into Mexico. 

For the iron and steel products, indi- 
cated in the following list by an asterisk, 
the permit requirement applies also to 
imports into the free zone of Baja Cali- 
fornia and the partial free zone of the 
State of Sonora. 

Used rectilinear embroidery machin- 
ery utilizing artificial fibers is added to 
the list of textile machinery for which 
prior import permit requirement was 
established on October 19 (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Dec. 2, 1957, p. 6). 

Mexican import classifications affect- 
ed by the new requirements, which be- 
came effective on November 6, are the 
following except for the embroidery 
machinery, classifications for which are 
those listed in the Foreign Commerce 
Weekly issue cited. 


648.03.13. Cotton cloth anes with py- 
roxylin or another chemical substance to give 
it rigidity, weighing over 450 grams a square 
meter. 


721.00.02. Hammers or sledge hammers. 

721.00.038. Open-end wrenches. 

721.00.04. Socket wrenches, crown wrenches, 
and wrenches with serrated jaws. 

721.00.05. Screwdrivers of any kind. 

721.00.07. Pliers with a variable joint on the 
axle, commonly called ‘‘automobile pliers,”’ 
up to 260 millimeters long. 

721.00.08. Adjustable wrenches, known as 
monkey wrenches. 


512.00.00. Gray and sulfur black. 
22.00.11. Totaquine or quinium. 
680.99.99.* Manufactures of iron or steel 


weighing over 50 kilograms each, not. élse- 
where specified. 


870.01.98.* Iron or steel furniture not else- 
where specified, weighing up to.20 kilograms. 
870.01.99.* Iron or ‘steel furniture not else- 
where specified, weighing over 20 kilograms. 


Thailand Places Plywood 
Under Import Control 


Plywood and fiberboard one-half inch 
and less thick became subject to im- 
port control in Thailand on November 
27, as announced by the Thai Ministry 
of Economic Affairs. 

Although serving as a protection to 
Thailand’s domestic plywood industry 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, July 8, 
1957, p. 32), it is not quite clear wheth- 
er the restriction amounts to a change 
in the Ministry's previously announced 
intention to rely on tariffs rather than 
quantitative import controls (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Nov. 11, 1957, p. 6). 








Consumption of raw wool in 11 coun- 
tries reporting. to the International 
Wool Textile Organization is higher 
in 1957 than in 1956, according to the 
Foreign Agricultural Service. 


December 23, 1957 


Both actions were announced by the 
Monetary Board of the Central Bank 
of the Philippines on December 9, but 
the freeze on remittances, apparently 
covering interest and royalty payments 
as well as profits and dividends, went 
into effect on December 1. 

The import control order, issued as 
Monetary Board Circular No. 79, re- 
quires: - 

@ 100 percent cash deposit for letters 
of credit for more essential imports. 


@ 200 percent cash deposit for less 
essential imports and barter imports. 

@ Lesser deposit for imports of raw 
materials and machinery for essential 
industries. 

In addition, no letters of credit are 
to be opened for nonessential consumer 
goods, including such goods imported 
through barter. 

Formerly the Central Bank did not 
require deposits with the exception of 





Philippines Establishes 
Austerity Measures 


The Monetary Board of the 
Central Bank of the Philippines, 
shortly after issuing circular No. 
79 tightening exchange controls 
on imports, met with the President 
and his Cabinet and jointly ap- 
proved adoption of the following 
additional “austerity” measures 
to help meet the country’s serious 
economic difficulties: 

@ Increased vigilance by Gov- 
ernment agencies to prevent un- 
declared overshipments of exports, 
underpricing of exports, and over- 
pricing of imports. 

@ More rigid enforcement of 
barter rules and regulations. 

@ Restriction of National Mar- 
keting Corporation (NAMARCO) 
imports to essential goods only. 

@ Overhaul of the domestic 
transportation system to cut im- 
ports of fuel and spare parts. 

@ Enactment of more effective 
tax legislation. 

@ Intensification of the food 
production campaign. 

@ Sharp curtailment of the 
bond issue flotation originally au- 
thorized for 250 million pesos. 














a 100 percent requirement for imports 
ef nonessential consumer goods, insti- 
tuted in August. 


Barter Permits Also Suspended 


Shortly after issuance of the control 
order, the President of the Philippines 
further tightened controls by ordering 
that processing of all applications for 
barter permits be temporarily  sus- 
pended. 

Since the first of the year, when 
international reserves totaled $225 mil- 
lion, the Philippines has steadily lost 
foreign exchange largely because of 
heavy importation, partly to fill the 
needs of its industrialization program. 
Export receipts, on the other hand, 
have not changed significantly. Evasion 
of Philippine exchange controls on both 
imports and exports, which reportedly 
is widespread, apparently also con- 
tributed to the loss of exchange. 

By the end of November total re- 
serves had fallen to $151 million. After 
deducting $40 million in short-term 
loans from private American banks, 
the Tet drain on reserves in the first 
11 months came to $111 million. The 
total reserve figure, however, also in- 
cludes a $15-million drawing from the 
International Monetary Fund and obli- 
gations to barter exporters amounting 
to about $20 million. Thus the uncom- 
mitted or free reserve figure at the 
end of November was down to about 
$76 million, which is considerably less 
than 2 months’ foreign-exchange dis- 
bursements at the current rate. 

The critical payments position of the 
Philippines has therefore necessitated 
a review of the country’s policy on ex- 
change allocations for both profit re- 
mittances and imports. The recent 
actions are considered as interim meas- 
ures pending a thorough study of the 
payments problem. 

The text of Monetary Board Circu- 
lar No. 79 is as follows: 


Effective as of opening of business on 
December 9, 1957, the issuance and/or open- 
ing of letters of credit and authorities to 
purchase, covering the importation of de- 
controlled, essential consumer, essential and 
semiessential producer goods, nonessential 
consumer goods, and all other imports 
classified under the revised list of import- 
able commodities, shall be subject to the 
following regulations: 

(1) A cash deposit of 100 percent shall be 
required for all letters of credit in foreign 
currencies, authorities. to purchase in for- 
eign currencies, and all T. T. or M. T. re- 
mittances against import quotas, including 

(Continued on page 8) 
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South Africa To Continue Controls 


Continued relaxation, but not complete abolition, of import controls 
in the Union of South Africa in 1958 is indicated in a speech by an 
official of the South African Department of Commerce and Industries. 

Speaking at Bloemfontein before the Congress of Association 
of Chambers of Commerce of South Africa, the Deputy Director of 


Imports and Exports reaffirmed the 
Government's policy of aiming at com- 
plete abolition of controls. He stated, 
however, it was too early to say exactly 
when that could be done. He traced 
trends of import controls in 1957, 
mentioning that’ the “door had been 
opened a little wider’ during the year 
with the result that imports had risen 
precipitously and will reach a value ap- 
proximately £45 million greater than in 
1956 (SA£1—US$2.80). Of this sum, he 
said, between £21 and £22 million will 
be taken up by motor vehicle imports. 
He estimated that the remainder will 
consist of increases in imports of capital 
goods, raw materials, and consumer 
items, the last accounting for £8 to 
£9 million of the increase. 


Restricted List To Be Abolished 


In 1958, he said, the keynote of im- 
port controls will be “simplicity.” Al- 
jhough the program for the coming 
year is not completely settled, he was 
able to give the Congress a skelton 
outline: 

@ The restricted list would be abol- 
ished and other special lists would be 
combined or otherwise suitably adjusted. 

@ All imports would be classified into 
three major groups: 

Group 1 would consist of products 
which can be considered “free goods” 
and which would need no import per- 
mits. Twenty percent of all imports 
would fall into this group. The principle 
items are all textile piece goods, petrol 
and vil, and accessories for the clothing 
industry. 


Group 2 would be made up of items 
imported on a replacement basis. Per- 
mits would still be needed but they 
would be issued freely in quantities 
equal to goods sold in the past. Seventy- 
two percent of all imports would fall 
into this group. Raw materials, motor 
vehicles, plant and equipment, agricul- 
tural equipment, pharmaceuticals and 
items formerly on the priority list would 
form the base of this group. 

Group 3 would contain items that 
would still have to remain under quota, 
that is, registered importers would be 
given only limited amounts of exchange 
for these items. Consumers items, such 
as canned goods, clothing, and luxury 
goods, would make up this group. Only 
8 percent of all imports would fall 
into it. 

To resolve complications holding up 
completion of the plan, the Deputy 
Director suggested that consultations be 
held in the near future between the 
Department of Commerce and Industries 
and ASSOCOM,. He closed with the 





statement, “Import control has served 
its purposes and we would like to abol- 
ish it. But we cannot abolish the sys- 
tem altogether. We will endeavor to 
simplify it as much as possible.” 

The Deputy Director’s speech repre- 
sents adoption of a more cautious 
approach by the South African Govern- 
ment toward the lifting of import con- 
trols. Previously, full decontrol of 
imports was expected in 1958, but 
the strong upward surge in level of 
imports following relaxation of some 
controls appears to havé"tempered South 
African optimism regarding its balance- 
of-payments position. The final form 
of import controls in 1958 in all prob- 
ability will depend on the levels of 
South African trade*in the next few 
months.—U. S, Embassy, Pretoria. 


Ee 


Greece Sets Butter Quota, 
Duties on Various Items 


Greece, under the provisions of Min- 
isterial Council resolution No. 1944 of 
October 25, has reextended, until Oc- 
tober 31, 1958, the exemption from cus- 
toms duties and taxes of imports of fro- 
zen mutton, goat meat and beef, and 
herring and codfish, and the reduction 
in duty, from 54 to 27 cents a pound, 
of white cheese in brine. 

The resolution further provided tat 
a tariff quota of up to 900 metric tons 
of cream butter could be imported into 
Greece between October 29 and Decem- 
ber 31, 1957, at a duty reduction of 60 
percent. 

Under a ruling of May 1957 textile 
remnant imports became dutiable, re- 
gardless of length or defects, according 
to the material of which they were 
made and hence subject to considerably 
higher rates of duty. 

Textile remnants composed of cot- 
ton and wool are estimated to be du- 
tiable, including surtaxes, at ad valo- 
rem rates ranging from 40 to 50 percent 
of their c. i. f. value, or at specific rates 


between 25 and 55 cents a pound, which-" 


ever duty is greater. Textiles of man- 
made material are dutiable, including 
surtaxes, at rates ranging between 40 
and 55 percent of their c. i. f. value. 

Before the May ruling textile rem- 
nants were permitted a reduction in 
the amount of their assessed duty in 
accordance with the invoice value and 
condition of the merchandise.—U. S. 
Embassy, Athens. 


Cambodia Acts To 


Limit Importers 


The Prime Minister of Cambodia has 
ordered that no firms will be authorized 
to engage in the import-export business 
in Cambodia other than those that al- 
ready have received their buginess li- 
censes (patentes), according to the offi- 
cial press. 

An explanatory note states that “‘it is 
therefore useless to address new re- 
quests to the administration for inclu- 
sion on the registration (patente) roles 
for this profession.” 

This action reverses Cambodia’s former 
policy.of maintainiwg liberal business 1i- 
ecensing aS a means of encouraging na- 
tionals to enter the import business, The 
earlier policy had led to an increase in 
number of such firms and to difficulties in 
administration of import controls, as the 
import community had grown from a 
relatively few iarge houses to about 
1,200 firms by mid-1957. 

Earlier this year the Cambodian Goy- 
ernment had imposed restrictions on is- 
suance of business licenses to importers 
and had even attempted to reduce the 
size of the import community, but the 
stricter policy was abandoned after a 
short time. 





Philippines Halts . . . 
(Continued from page 7) 


counterpart imports under barter licenses 
for the importation of decontrolled, essential 
consumer goods, and essential and semi- 
essential producer goods as classified unde: 
the revised list of importable commodities 
(except as stated’ in (4) and (5) here- 
under). 

(2) A cash deposit of 200 percent shall b: 
phe for all letters of credit in foreign 
currencies, authorities to purchase in fo: 
eign currencies, and all T. T. or M. T. rx 
mittances against import quotas, including 
counterpart imports under barter licenses 
for the importation of semiessential c: 
sumer goods and nonessential producer oods 
as classified under the revised list of in 
portable commodities (except as stated 
(4) and (5) hereunder). 

(3) No letters of credit shall be opened 
for nonessential consumer goods, including 
similar goods imported through barter. 

(4) All letters of credit for essential pro- 
ducer raw material of industrial establis! 
ments approved by the Central Bank and/o: 
by the National Economic Council or | 
both, as well as essential industries esta! 
lished before December 9, 1949, and pi 
sessing regular quota allocations, shall I 
50 percent, anything to the contrary ‘above 
notwithstanding. 

(5) A cash deposit equal to the amount 
of the down payment plus 25 percent s! 
be required for all letters of credit and/: 
authorities to purchase in foreign currenci: 
for authorized imports of capital good 
under deferred payment arrangements of 
no less than three years term. 

(6) Importation by the Philippine Gover 
ment, its subdivisions, instrumentalities 
Government owned and controlled corpora 
tions, and all other Government agen 
and importation under U. S. Public Law 
480 and all International Cooperation Ad 
ministration imports shall be given the san 
treatment as ordinary. imports. 

(7) The balance to be maintained by ea 
bank with the Central Bank of the Phili 
pines shall at all times be _ sufficient 
cover required reserves against deposit 
liabilities and the margin cover required 
under this circular. 

Noncompliance with these regulations shal! 
be subject to the penal provisions of section 
34, Republic Act. No. 265 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Argentina Signs Three Germany Opens Dollar Quotas 


Payments Agreements 


Argentina on October 18 signed com- 
merical and payments agreements with 
Poland, Hungary, and Czechoslovakia, 
and the agreements came into effect on 
November 5, 

The agreements replace those pre- 

usly in effect, which were signed, 
respectively, on October 29, 1952, Au- 
gust 24, 1953, and January 1, 1955 

Foreign Commerce Weekly, Sept. 28, 
1953, p. 8; Apr. 11, 1955, p. 9; May 2, 
1955, p. pan 

The three agreements are similar in 
nature but differ from the earlier agree- 
ments in that each reduces the amount 
of “swing” credit, the Poland agreement 
from $5 million to $3.5 million; the 
Hungary pact, from $5 to $3 million; 
and the pact with Czechoslovakia, from 
$6.4 to $3 million, 

Accounts will be maintained in 
“agreement dollars,” but if the indebted- 
ness of any country exceeds at any time 
the limits set forth or if an agreement 
is terminated, immediate settlement of 
outstanding balances must be made in 
freely convertible dollars or some other 
mutually acceptable currency. 

As in the previous agreements, there 
is no obligation to exchange specific 
merchandise. The three Soviet bloc 
countries agree, however, to extend all 
customary and appropriate facilities for 
financing Argentine purchases of capital 
goods to stimulate such purchases. 

Under each agreement a Mixed Com- 
mission is established, to meet when it 
is deemed necessary to assure satisfac- 
tory development of trade between the 
respective countries. 

The agreements are effective for 1 
year and may be automatically renewed 
unless terminated by one of the parties. 
~U, S. Embassy, Buenos Aires. 





Viet-Nam Resumes 
Wheat Flour Import 


The Government of Viet-Nam has an- 
nounced that it is again accepting appli- 
cations for licenses to import wheat 
flour, 

Under the current authorization, li- 
censes will be approved for flour imports 
up to a value of $720,000, 

Before the announcement a temporary 
oversupply of flour in Viet-Nam had 
necessitated’ suspension of release of 
exchange for import of flour over a 
period of several months. 

Moreover, movement of excess stocks 
had slowed because of consumer re- 
sistance to the higher prices fixed for 
Wheat flour when a stabilization tax 
was imposed on imported flour last 
spring (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
May 6, 1957, p. 8). This resistance ap- 
parently was aided by a concomitant 


December 23, 1957 


The Federal Republic of Germany has announced new quotas for 
import of the following items from dollar countries: 

Textiles unless otherwise liberalized; kraft liner and kraft card- 
board; artificial caoutchouc, copolymerisate of butadiene/styrene (GR-S 
and cold rubber); rovings; yarns and tissues made of spinnable glass 
fibers; blue tag certified alfalfa seed of the Atlantic, Narragansett, 
Grimm, Ranger, and Buffalo varieties; white clover seed; dessert apples 
and pears; canned poultry; onions; broken rice for feed purposes; mild 
cured salmon; redtop seed (Fiorin grass). 


Applications for licenses to import 
the following items will be accepted 
until December 31, 1957, subject to 
exhaustion of stated quotas: Yarns and 
tissues made of spinnable glass fibers, 
for processing, 150,000 German mark 
quota; rovings, 200,000 marks; textiles, 
with several exceptions those not other- 
wise liberalized, quota not announced. 
(4.2 German marks=US$1.) 


Applications for import of broken 
feed rice will be accepted until an un- 
announced quota limitation is reached 
but not after January 31, 1958; pur- 
chases for dollars must originate in the 
dollar area. 


Canned poultry applications will be 
accepted until a quota of 500,000 marks 
is reached, but not afier January 31, 
1958. Licenses for individual importers 
will not exceed 20,000 marks, 


For import of dessert apples and 
pears applications will be accepted until 
an unannounced. quota limitation is 
reached, but not after March 20, 1958. 
Licenses issued will be valid for cus- 
toms clearance through March 31, 1958. 


Applications for import of the follow- 
ing items will be accepted until March 
31, 1958, subject to prior exhaustion of 
stated quotas: Artificial rubber (GR-S 
and cold rubber), alfalfa, white clover, 
mild cured salmon, quotas unpublished; 
kraft liner and kraft cardboard, 5 mil- 
lion marks, 


Applications for import of redtop seed 
will be accepted until an unannounced 
quota limitation is reached but licenses 
issued will not be valid for customs 
clearance after April 30, 1958. 


For onions, import applications will be — 


accepted until an unannounced quota 
limitation is reached, but not after May 
16, 1958, and licenses issued will be valid 
for customs clearance through May 31, 
1958. 

No reexports or kraft liner and kraft 
cardboard are permitted. Reexport regu- 
lations for textiles, canned poultry, and 





fali in rice prices in Viet-Nam, which 
caused some shift in consumption from 
wheat flour to rice and rice flour. 


Wheat flour stocks are now at normal 
levels in Saigon, however, and importers 
have indicated that they are ready to 
take advantage of the opesing -of li- 
censes and to place new orders for flour 
with their foreign suppliers, 





redtop seed are not specified. Reexport 
of all other items listed will be per- 
mitted only against payment in freely 
convertible currency.—U. S. Embassy, 
Bonn. 


Brazilian Group To Act on 
Import Tariff Classifications 


A special committee has been estab- 
lished in the Brazilian Ministry of Fi- 
nance to resolve questions on proper 
classification of imported merchandise 
in accordance with the nomenclature of 
the new Brazilian tariff, which became 
effective on August 14. 


The committee will be under chair- 
manship of the Director of Customs 
Revenue and will consist of a repre- 
sentative from each of the following 
Government agencies: Customs Policy 
Council, Foreign Trade Department of 
Bank of Brazil, Economic and Financial 
Statistical Service of the Ministry of 
Finance, and Custorns Office of Rio de 
Janeiro. 


The committee will issue decisions on 
questions dealing with tariff classifica- 
tions submitted. by importers, Customs 
administrative officers, and other inter- 
ested agencies.—U. S. Embassy, Rio de 
Janeiro. 


Netherlands Obtains Loan 
From Private German Bank 


The Netherlands Finance Ministry and 
the Deutsche Bank, Frankfurt, have 
made an agreement providing for acqui- 
sition by the latter of l-year 5% per- 
cent Netherlands Treasury bonds in the 
amount of 200 million guilders. 

This is the first time since introduc- 
tion of German foreign exchange con- 
trols in 1931 that g private German 
bank has extended a loan to a foreign 
government. The transaction, which will 
help to reduce the German payments 
surplus with European Payments WUn- 
ion, will also be profitable for the 
Deutsche Bank, because the bank will 
receive 54% percent interest for utiliza- 
tion of its liquid funds, whereas German 
private banks receive only 4% percent 
for 1-year Treasury bonds of the Fed- 
eral German Government.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Bonn, 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





Foreign Governments Want Equipment 





Mae agers 


Bids Invited on Bulldozers, Rails, 
Switchgear, Paper, Other Items 


Several foreign governments, through their authorized procure- 
ment agencies, are inviting tenders for a number of items of potential 


interest to U. S. suppliers. 


Bidding instructions and specifications and other pertinent data are 
available for review on loan from the Trade Development Division, 


Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., as indicated by symbol (*). 


Ceylon 

Aluminum corrugated sheets, 43,000; 
aluminum ridges, 5,000 linear feet; 
steel slotted angles with bolts and nuts, 
6,000 linear feet; bids invited until 
January 21 by the Chairman, Tender 
Board, Ministry of Lands and Land 
Development, P. O. Box 500, Colombo. 
Copies of the tender notice may be 
obtained from the Embassy of Ceylon, 
2148 Wyoming Avenue, NW., Washing- 
ton, D. C.* 


Chile 


Switchgear for the Pullinque hydro- 
electric powerplant; bid deadline Jan- 
cary 27. Further information may be 
obtained from Senor Jefe Departamento 
de Ingenieria, Don Renato Salazar, 
Empressa Nacional de _  Electricidad 
S.A., Ramon Nieto 920, Santiago, 
Chile.* 


Egypt 

Rails, 800 metric tons, new or second 
hand, 500 tons 10-11 kilograms per 
meter, 300 tons 22-25 kilograms per 
meter; bids invited until January 4 by 
the Director General, Survey Depart- 
ment, Giza (Orman). 

Bids must be accompanied by a pro- 
visional deposit of 2 percent of the 
value of the contract and be submitted 
through an agent established in Egypt.* 


El Salvador 

White ledger paper, 500 reams, bid 
No. 368, deadline January 8; filing cab- 
inets, 50, steel, 2842” x 18” x 52”, bid 
No. 370, bid deadline January 7; tape 
recorder, 1, bid No. 373 January 7; 
yeast tablets, 500,000, bid No. 377, Janu- 
ary 8; penicillin 10,000 vials, and other 
drugs, bid No. 378, January 9; adhesive 
tape, 800 rolls, wood depressors, 250,000, 
wood applicators, 432,000, bid No. 379, 
January 9; pharmaceuticals, bids No. 
380, 381, January 10; gum arabic, 4,000 
pounds, bid No. 382, January 14. Bids 
invited by Government Purchasing Of- 
fice, San Salvador. Specifications and 
conditions of tender in Spanish avail- 
able.* 


Greece 
Steam coal, 32,202 metric tons; gas 
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coal, 20,900 metric tons; anthracite 
coal, 600 metric tons; metailurgical 
coke, 1,190 metric tons. Bids invited 
until December 30 by the State Pro- 
curement Service, Office IX-Solid Fuels, 
56 Venezelos Avenue, Athens.* 

Steel pipe, 4,000 meters, diameter 
250 millimeters (10”), thickness 3/16”; 
bids invited until January 3 by the 
Greek Water Company, 4 Kolokotroni 
Street, Athens. 


Additional information may be ob- 
tained from the Greek Foreign Trade 
Administration, 1028 Connecticut Ave- 
nue, NW., Washington, D. C.* 


Honduras 


Low-boy trailers, 2; water pumps, 7; 
bid deadline January 7. Yard cranes, 
2, 5-ton, 3 wheels; sand blast units, 2; 
steam cleaners, 2; January 8. Bids in- 
vited by the Minister of Formento, 
Republic of Honduras, Tegucigalpa. 

Additional information may be ob- 
tained from Upham, Porter-Urquhart 
Associated, Consulting Engineers, Di- 
reccion General de Caminos, Teguci- 
galpa. Specifications in English and 
Spanish available.* 


Iran 

Spotlights, 13 sets, portable, 1,000 
to 1,500 watts, 220 volts, diameter 18 
inches; bids invited until January 4 
by the Iranian Ministry of Customs 
and Monopolies, Tehran. 


Iraq 


Supply and delivery at Margil 


wharves, Basrah, 6 steel sheds 250 feet 
long, 60 feet wide, single span; side 
walls, ceilings, and doors of 22-gage 
corrugated aluminum; 8 double sliding 
doors for each shed. Bids invited until 
January 6 by the Iraqi Ports Adminis- 
tration, Basrah., 

Tender forms may be obtained from 
the Financial Secretary of that au- 
thority or the Ministry of Communica- 
tions and Works, Baghdad. English 
translation of conditions of tender and 
specifications are available on loan 
from the Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department, of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. - 


(Continued on page 16) 


lraq To Invite Tenders 
For Drainage Project 


Tenders are expected to be called for 
shortly on the Shatra Drainage Project 
which the Development Board of Iraq 
recently approved. 


The Shatra Drainage Project, pre- 
pared in the Board’s First Technical 
Section, involves the construction of a 
main drainage canal from Shatra in 
south-central Iraq to Lake Hammar, a 
distance of about 37 miles. 

The main drain will be 18 to 20 me- 
ters wide and 5 meters deep. Lateral 
drains will be 5 to 6 meters wide and 
2 meters deep. About 4 to 5 million 
cubic meters of earth will have to be 
excavated for the main drain and ahout 
the same quantity for the lateral di«ins. 

The project also calls for the con- 
struction of culverts and bridges. It is 
estimated the project will cost from 
$8.4 million to $11.2 million and that 
about 3 years Will be required for its 
completion. Tippetts, Abbott, McCarthy 
& Stratton, consulting engineers, 62 
Wesf 47 Street, New York, N. Y., have 
been selected as supervising engineers 
for the project. 

The Shatra Drainage Project is the 
first major drainage project to be ap- 
proved by the Development Board and 
it is reported that the Board has at 
least five more such projects in the 
planning stage. 


New NATO Project in Turkey 
Opened To U. S. Bidders 


A project in Turkey, estimated to 
cost $249,000, has been opened to U. S. 
bidders under the international com- 
petitive bidding procedure of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), 
the Bureau of Foreign Commerce has 
reported. 

The project calls for construction of 
perimeter and security fencing at two 
NATO infrastructure airfields. 

Firms wanting to bid on this work 
must express their interest and sub- 
mit completed qualification forms by 
December 30 to the Public Works Min- 
istry, Ankara. The qualification forms 
may be obtained from the Trade Devel- 
opment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 

U. S. firms not already certified to 
pafticipate in NATO work should send 
a resume of their qualifications to 
BFC’s Trade Development Division, as 
described in the brochure on the NATO 
program available from that Division. 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





Argentina To Build 
14-Inch Pipeline 


Yacimientos Petroliferos Fiscales 
(YPF) plans to call a public tender at 
the end of the year for the construction 
of a 14-inch pipeline between Challaco, 
Neuquen Province, and Arroyo Parejas 
in the vicinity of the Bahia Blanca port. 
The length of the pipeline would be 
between 600 and 700 kilometers, de- 
pending upon the route selected. Ac- 
cording to the YPF announcement, the 
pipeline would be able to move 3,000 
cubic meters of petroleum daily with 
one main pumping station. Addition of 
substations could, it is said, raise the 
capacity to 5,000 cubic meters a day. 

Production in the Challaco-Plaza 
Huincul region, the YPF statement de- 
clares, is now 2,100 cubic meters a day, 
will expand by 1,000 cubic meters with 
wells being drilled, and can be doubled 
or tripled in the near future. At pres- 
ent, petroleum from Neiquen is trans- 
ported by railroad. The projected Chal- 
laco-Arroyo Parejas pipeline is part of 
the overall reactivation plan of YPF. 





NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business con- 
nections in the United States. 


While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good repute, 
the U. S. Department of Commerce can- 
not assume responsibility for any trans- 
actions undertaken with these firms. 
The usual precautions should be taken; 
all transactions are subject to prevail- 
ing laws and regulations in this country 
and abroad. 

When available, supplementary infor- 
mation as indicated by symbol (*) may 
be obtained on loan by firms domiciled 
in the United States from the Trade 
Opportunity Section, Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. Requests for loan 
material should include the commodity 
as well as the foreign firm’s name and 
address. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Alcoholic Beverages 
France 


Pascal Combeau & Co. (producer, 
Wholesaler, exporter), 32 rue Pascal- 
Combeau, Cognac, Charete, wishes to 
export direct or through agent good 
current to highest quality Cognac. Firm 
has agents in the States of California, 
Minnesota, New Jersey, New York, 
Texas, and Washington, D. C, 
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Brassware 
India 


B. Karamchand Payarlal (manufac- 
turer, wholesaler, exporter), P. O. Box 
No. 61, Moradbad, U. P., wishes to 
export direct Indian handicraft includ- 
ing brasswares and copperwares such 
as vases, bowls, cigarette urns, trays, 
ashtrays, candlestands, planters, jugs, 
and decanters. 


Cutlery 
Thailand 


The Pratib Co, Ltd. (importer, whole- 
saler, sales agent of luggage, automotive 
parts, and accessories; exporter of silver 
niello jewelry and bronze cutlery), 1277 
New Road, Bangkok, wishes to export 
direct or through agent bronze cutlery. 


Fertilizer 
Austria 


Humit, M. A. Ruecker (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, exporter), 8 Dumbastrasse, 
Bad Ischl, wishes to export direct 500,- 
000 small 5-oz. packages monthly of 
odorless and acid-free organic fertilizer 
under the name of Humit. Available 
also _in bags weighing 2%, 5, 10, and 
30 Ibs. Sample and descriptive literature 
available.* 


Foodstuff 
Belgium 

Ets. Remi De Poorter spri (exporter 
of raw materials for glues and gelatins, 
agricultural products, and hatters’ furs; 
importer of mercury, agricultural prod- 
ucts, feedstuffs, preserves, kapok, vege- 
table horsehair), 16 Graaf Van Viaan- 
derenplein, Ghent, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent, except New 
Orleans area where already represented, 
roasted and ground chicory. 


France 


Delpeyrat & Cie (packer, wholesaler, 
exporter), 7 rue de la Trappe, Sarlat, 
Dordogne, wishes to export direct or 
through agent large quantities of high- 
grade canned food products, including 
foies grass, truffles, and prepared dishes;- 
also shelled walnuts, Catalog in French 
available.* 


Netherlands 


Kaashandel Maatschappij “Gouda” 
N.V. (manufacturer, wholesaler, export- 
er), 39a Crabethstraat, Gouda, wishes 
to export direct to importer and dis- 
tributor in New York area only, cheese 
of all types, including pasteurized and 
spread. 

Gebroeders Pel C.V.. (manufacturer, 
exporter), Morsweg 50-58, Leiden, wishes 
to export direct first quality sugar con- 
fectionery, such as fondants, fruit jelly 
sweets, and dragees. 


Harmonicas 

Italy 

Egiziano Carloni (importer of raw 
materials; manufacturer, wholesaler, 


exporter of accordian reeds, mouth or- 
gans, and plastic toys), Via Nazionale 9, 








Third Israel Export 
Catalog Issued 


Part 3 of the Israel Export Cat- 
alogue, an illustrated booklet in 
English, lists exporters engaged 
in the manufacture of chemicals, 
pharmaceuticals, and cosmetics. 

The publication, released by the 
Ministry of Commerce and Indus- 
try, Department of Economic Pub- 
lication, Tel Aviv, features a prod- 
uct index and an advertiser’s 
index. 

A copy cf this booklet is avail- 
able for review on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Depertment of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C., or from any 
of the Department’s Field Offices. 











Stradella (Pavia Province), wishes to 
export direct or through agent $3,000 
worth annually of harmonicas. Descrip- 
tive and illustrated leaflet, in Italian, 
and pricelist available.* 


Hides and Skins 
Australia 


John Swire & Sons Pty., Ltd. (ex- 
port merchant), 6 Bridge St., Sydney, 
desires to export direct—but will con- 
sider through agent—sheepskins in bales 
of approximately 600 pounds. 

Belgium 

Ets. Remi De Poorter sprl (exporter 
of raw materials for glues and gelatins, 
agricultural products, and hatters’ furs; 
importer of mercury, agricultural prod- 
ucts, feedstuffs, preserves, kapok, veg- 
etable horsehair), 16 Graaf Van Viaan- 
derenplein, Ghent, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent raw or dyed 
rabbit and hareskins; also hatters’ fur. 


Jewelry 


Italy 

Otello Ciampi (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), 1 piazza Santo Stefano, Flo- 
rence, desires to export direct silver 
and gold jewelry, including bracelets, 
earrings, pins, and rings. 


Thailand 


The Pratib Co., Ltd. (importer, whole- 
saler, sales agent of luggage, automotive 
parts, and accessories: exporter of silver 
niello jewelry and bronze cutlery), 1277 
New Road, Bangkok, wishes to export 
direct or through agent silver jewelry. 


Sapphire, Uncut 

Burma 

Ma Ohn Kyi. (ruby and sapphire 
miner), 13 Cambell Road, Rangoon, 
wishes to export direct one uncut 
sapphire weighing about 19 pounds. 


Wire 
Belgium 
Trefac S.A. (manufacturer, exporter 
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Reports Available 


a World Trade Directory reports 
*~ on private foreign firms or indi- | 
*} viduals mentioned in the World @ 
Trade Leads and Investment Op- 
portunities departments of For- 
* eign Commerce Weekly are avail- @ 
> able to qualified U. S. firms—or & 
> will be prepared on request— © 
= through the Commercial Intelli- 
© gence Division, Bureau of Foreign © 
> Commerce, U. S. Department of ¢@ 
* Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., @ 
© for $1 each. The reports also may © 
> be obtained through the Depart- @ 
* ment’s Field Offices. 
© Requests for these reports © 
= should include the names and 
addresses of the firms or indi- 
viduals. é 
* The information given in a =] 
© World Trade Directory report = 
usually includes lines of goods © 
handled, operation methods, size © 
of business, capital, sales volume, © 
trade and financial reputation, and’ 7 
other pertinent business informa- ¢ 
tion. 





and wholesaler), Oude Keerbergenbaan, 
Rijmenam, wishes to export direct or 
through agent 500 tons monthly of high- 
tensile steel wire for ropes, core wire, 
springs, etc., to buyers’ specifications. 
Wool 
Australia 

John Swire & Sons Pty., Ltd. (export 
merchant), 6 Bridge St., Sydney, wishes 
to export direct— but will consider 
through agent—carbonized and scoured 
wools in press-packed bales of from 220 
to 250 lb.; also wool waste. 


Zoological Specimens 
India 

D. Mac & Co. (commission merchant), 
6 Hedavakar Wadi No. 1, Gokhale Road, 
South Bombay 28, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent living and pre- 
served specimens such as frogs, lobsters, 
leeches, scorpions; also skeletons. 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Automobile Accessories 
Sweden 


AB. G. Heurlin & Co. (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer’s agent, manu- 
facturer of sporting goods and automo- 
bile accessories), 38 Drottninggatan, 
Stockholm, wishes to purchase direct 
automobile accessories of all kinds, es- 
pecially novelties. 


Automobiles, Used 


Egypt 
African Union Trading for Import & 
Export (importing distributor, manu- 





12 


facturer’s agent, commission merchant), 
P. O. Box 1366, Cairo, wishes to pur- 
chase direct used, almost new, passen- 
ger automobiles; initial order of 10 
units. 


Bakery Supplies 
Canada 


Trapman & Son (manufacturer, im- 
porter), 340 Lonsdale Road, Toronto, 
Ontario, wishes to purchase direct pan- 
grease suited for the cake and bread 
industry; must be very thin for the big 
greasing machines. Firm also desires 
peels, and other bakery supplies. 


Detergents 
Italy 


Saponerie Italiane S. A. (importer of 
animal fat; manufacturer, exporter of 
soap, glycerin, and fatty acids), 55 via 
Decumana, Bologna, wishes to purchase 
direct and seeks agency for detergents, 
Firm could provide packaging or other 
processing, as well as distribution. 
Feedstuffs 
Belgium 

Ets. Remi De Poorter, SPRL (import- 
er, exporter), 16 Graaf Van Vliaanderen- 
plein, Ghent, wishes to purchase direct 


ingredients for feedstuffs, as well as 
feedstuffs. 


Hotel Furnishings 


British West Indies 

R. Ehrenstein & Co., Ltd. (importer, 
commission merchant) 40 East St., P. O. 
Box 414, Kingston, Jamaica, wishes to 
purchase direct hotel kitchen utensils, 
cutlery, crockery, and glassware. 


Machinery 


Mexico 

Alfonso Romano Guillemin (potential 
manufacturer ef small precision parts 
for the automobile and textile indus- 
tries), Adolfo Prieto No. 511, Mexico, 
D. F., wishes to purchase direct pre- 
cision wire and metal-bending machines 
for the manufacture of small parts for 
the automotive and textile industries. 


Pakistan 

The Crescent & Star Industrial Co., 
Ltd. (engineer, manufacturer, contrac- 
tor), Grand Trunk Road, Gujranwala, 
wishes to purchase direct the following: 
Electric arc furnace with capacity of 2 
tons; two heavy-duty lathes to take 
about 20’ between centers and about 
15” swing, sliding surfacing and screw 
cutting, motorized or belt driven, pref- 
erably with a gap bed and hollow spin- 
dle; horizontal boring machine, diameter 
of spindle 4”, maximum distance outer 
support to face plate 7’, maximum bor- 
ing capacity 24”, motorized; electric 
hoist capable of lifting 3 tons; molding 
machines, various types, for foundry 
shop. Electric current: a.c. 440/350. 

Three Friends (importer of leather, 
shoe polish, and shoe machinery; manu- 
facturer, wholesaler, exporter of boots 
and shoes), Thatai Compound, Bunder 
Road, Karachi, wishes to purchase di- 


rect machinery and equipment for pro- 
duction and packaging of eylets, valued 
at about 60,000 rupees; the dnnual pro- 
duction capacity should be about 7 tons. 


Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Federation of 

Central Africa Weaving Mills (Pvt.), 
Ltd. (manufacturer of terry toweling; 
importer of yarns and textile machin- 
ery), P. O. Box 2025, Salisbury, South- 
ern Rhodesia, wishes to purchase direct 
making-up and finishing machinery for 
the textile trade. 


Refrigeration Equipment 
Pakistan 


Hashambhoy & Oo. (manufacturer, 
exporter of fishmeal), 6/8 Yousafali A|- 
libhoy Bldg., South Napier Road, Ka- 
rachi, wishes to purchase direct an 
immersion freezer—for installation on 
boat—with a cold-storage capacity of 
80 tons of shrimp. Quotations and liter- 
ature desired for used boat fitted with 
immersion freezer and cold storage. 


Veneers 
Union of South Africa 


Veneer Distributors (Pty.), Ltd. (im- 
porter, retailer, wholesaler, export and 
indent agent handling veneers), 72 Mooi 
St., Johannesburg, wishes to purchase 
direct veneers—walnut and any other 
types available. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Automotive Equipment 


Thailand 

The Pratib Co. Ltd. (manufacturer’s 
agent), 1277 New Road, Bangkok, seeks 
agency for automotive parts and acces- 
sories, and surplus vehicles, 


Venezuela 

Expansion Mercantil Internacional 
C. A. (EMICA) (manufacturer’s agent), 
33 La Palmita, Aptdo. 2954, San Bern- 
ardino, Caracas, seeks agency on a com- 
mission basis for curved safety glass. 

Tluminaciones Industriales, C. A. (im- 
porting distributor, manufacturer’s 
agent), 13 Primera Avenida Las Deli- 
cias, Sabana Grande, seeks agency for 
best quality fuel injection systems. 


Chemicals 


Israel 

L. Kardos (manufacturer’s agent, im- 
porter), 3 Frug St., P. O. Box 3045, 
Tel Aviv, seeks agency on an exclusive 
basis for propellants, refrigerants, 


Clothing 


Israel 

L. Kardos (manufacturer’s agent, im- 
porter), 3 Frug St., P. O. Box 3045, Tel 
Aviv, seeks agency on an exclusive basis 
for elastic swimwear fabrics, 


Union of South Africa 

Sydney Sipser (manufacturer’s repre- 
sentative), Berbro House, Corner Nug- 
get & Pritchard St., Johannesburg, seeks 
agency for fashion goods, including 
dresses, knitwear, swimsuits, beachwear, 
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underwear, corsets, and children’s wear, 
as well as novelty lines, such as purses 
and fancy jewelry. 

Confectionery 

British Guiana 


Alexander, Chin, Ltd. (general provi- 
sion merchant, commission agent, man- 


ufacturer’s representative), Lot A, 
Water St., Georgetown, seeks agency 
for candy, 


Diesel Engines 
Veneruela 


Iluminaciones Industriales, C. A. (im- 
porting distributor, manufacturer’s 
agent), 13 Primera Avenida Las Deli- 
cias, Sabana Grande, Caracas, seeks 
agency for best quality heavy-duty 
diesel engines. 


Electrical Equipment and Supplies 


Union of South Africa 

Lewis, Davis & Sons (manufacturer’s 
agent), 28 Lowcliffe House, Main St., 
Port Elizabeth, seeks agency for elec- 
trical household appliances, including 
radios of console, table, and portable 
types. 
Venezuela 

Iluminaciones InduStriales, C. A. (im- 
porting distributor, manufacturer’s 
agent), 13 Primera Avenida Las Deli- 
cias, Sabana Grande, Caracas, seeks 
agency for high-quality fluorescent light- 
ing fixtures. 
Engineering Equipment 
Union of South Africa 

J. H. Vivian & Co., Ltd. (mechanical 
and electrical engineer), Corner Market 
and Kruger Sts., Johannesburg, seeks 
agency fer American manufacturers of 
light-engineering products, and indus- 
trial machinery, particularly those in- 
corporating novel features, and used in 
the mining; sugar, steel producing, 
chemical, and engineering industries. 
Interested firms should address corre- 
spondence to G. A, Curry, managing 
director. 


Feedstuffs 


Germany 

Friedrich Kraatz & Co. (manufactur- 
er’s agent, broker), 28 Holzdamm, Ham- 
burg, seeks agency for feeding barley, 
U. S. yellow corn, yellow milo corn, and 
soybeans; linseed cake, linseed meal, 
linseed expellers; cottonseed cake, cot- 
tonseed meal, and cottonseed expellers, 


Switzerland 
Max: Thee & Co. (commission mer- 
chant, agent), 42 Bahnhofstrasse, 


Zurich 1, seeks agency for broken rice, 
rice flour for animal consumption, meat 
guano, fishmeal, and blood meal, 
Foodstuffs 
British West Indies 

Maria Scott & Co., Ltd. (importing 
distributor, manufacturer’s and come 
mission agent), Halifax St., P. O. Box 
165, St. George's, Grenada, seeks agency 
for wheat flour. 
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Hydroelectric Expansion 
Planned in Mexico 


Nueva Cia. Electrica de Cha- 
pala, which serves Guadalajara 
district in Mexico, has a large ex- 
pansion program involving the 
construction of 2 hydroelectric 
plants, with related additional 
transmission and distribution net- 
works. 

Only a part of the cost has been 
financed. The company proposes 
to raise additional funds through 
the issue of bonds to be guaran- 
teed by both the Mexican Federal 
Electricity Commission and Na- 
cional Financiera, 

For further information inter- 
ested firms may write—preferably 
in Spanish—to Ing. Elias Gonzalez 
Chavez, General Manager, Nueva 
Compania Electrica de Chapala, 
Guadalajara, Mexico, 











Germany 


J. Schroeder KG. (manufacturer’s 
agent), 10 Bleichenbruecke, Hamburg, 
seeks agencysfer dried fruit, including 
apples, pears, peaches, apricots, prunes, 
and raisins, as well as almonds, walnuts, 
and hazelnuts. Firm also seeks agency 
for light amber California and Florida 
bee honey in 20- to 50-ton lots; canned 
pineapple, peaches, apricots, fruit cock- 
tail, prunes, cherries, and pears; canned 
asparagus, green beans, and peas; can- 
ned unsweetened organge, grapefruit, 
lemon, and pineapple juices in No. 2 and 
2%2 cans. 


Switzerland 


Max Thee & Co. (commission mer- 
chant; agent), 42 Bahnhofstrasse, Zurich 
1, seeks agency for dried fruit and fruit 
juices. 

Venezuela 

Jamarti-Rafeg S. A. (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer’s agent) Edificio 
Las Marias, Avenida Urdaneta, Animas 
a Plantanal, Aptdo. 1824, Caracas, seeks 
agency for beans and peas. 


Glassware 
Norway 

S. E. Solberg (agent), 3C Therese- 
gaten, Oslo, seeks agency for glassware. 
Glue 
Dominican Republic 


Guillermo A. Risk G. (manufacturer's 
representative, distributor), 30 de marzo 
No. 9, Ciudad Trujillo, seeks agency for 
glue for the furniture industry. 


Hardware 
Union of South Africa 

Lewis, Davis & Sons (manufacturer’s 
agent), 28 Lowcliffe House, Main St., 


Port Elizabeth, seeks agency for hard- 
ware of all types. 
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Hotel Furnishings 
British West Indies 


R. Ehrenstein & Co., Ltd. (importer, 
commission merchant), 40 East St., 
P. O. Box 414, Kingston, Jamaica, seeks 
agency for the complete furnishing of 
hotels on a room basis, exclusive of 


construction commodities and sleép 
equipment. 

Insecticides 

Venezuela 

Expansion Mercantil Internacional 


C. A. (EMICA), (manufacturer’s repre- 
sentative), 33 La Palmita, Aptdo. 2954, 
San Bernardino, Caracas, seeks agency 
on a commission basis for insecticides 
and selective weed killers. 


Iron and Steel Products 
Venezuela 


Expansion Mercantil Internacional 
C. A. (EMICA) (manufacturer’s repre- 
sentative), 33 La Palmita, Aptdo, 2954, 
San Bernardino, Caracas, seeks agency 
on a commission basis for east-iron 
tubes and connections, such as elbows, 
etc., of 6”, 8”, 10”, and 12” interior 
diameter. 


Men's Furnishings 


Union of South Africa 

A. Blomson (manufacturer’s repre- 
sentative), 22 Sir Lowry Road, Cape 
Town, seeks agency for fancy buckles 
for men’s belts. 


Naval Stores 


Venezuela 

Expansion Mercantil Internacional 
C. A. (EMICA) (manufacturer's repre- 
sentative), 33 La Palmita, Aptdo. 2954, 
San Bernardino, Caracas, seeks agency 
on a commission basis for naval stores, 
including turpentine and wood and gum 
resins. 


Office Equipment 


Venezuela 2 
Distribuidora Universal C. A. (im- 
porting distributor, manufacturer’s 
agent), 34 Llaguno a Bolero, Avenida 
Urdaneta, Aptdo, 3841, Caracas, seeks 
agency for Office furniture and equip- 
ment in general, as well as typewriters. 


Pet Shop Supplies 


Venezuela 

Agrofauna C. A. (importing distribu- 
tor, manufacturer’s agent, commission 
merchant), Avenida Villaflor, Local D, 
Sabana Grande, Aptdo. del Este 4243, 
Caracas, seeks agency on a commission 
basis for products and supplies for sale 
in pet shop. 


Plastics 
Israel 

L. Kardos (manufacturer’s agent, im- 
porter), 3 Frug St., P. O. Box 3045, Tel 
Aviv, seeks agency on an exclusive basis 
for polyethylene, as basic material for 
extrusion, etc. 
Italy 


Res Chimici (importing distributor), 
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1 Via Brembo, Milan, seeks agency for 
maleic anhydride derivatives, styrene, 
toluenesulfonamide resins, ketone res- 
ins, styrene, epoxide resins, formal 
polyvinyl, and polyvinyl butyral, 
Plywood 
Dominican Republic 

Guillermo A. Risk G. (manufacturer’s 
representative, distributor), 30 de 


marzo No. 9, Ciudad Trujillo, seeks 
agency for plywood. 
Steel Products 
Israel 

L. Kardos (manufacturer’s agent, im- 
porter), 3 Frug St., P. O. Box 3045, Tel 
Aviv, seeks exclusive agency for stain- 
less steel as material, and also fabri- 
cated profiles, strips, pipes, etc. 


Venezuela 


Expansion Mercantil Internacional 
C. A. (EMICA) (manufacturer’s agent), 
33 La Palmita, San Bernardino, Aptdo. 
2954, Caracas, seeks agency on a com- 
mission basis for galvanized sheets, 29- 
gage, flat and corrugated. 


Textiles 
Norway 


Stein Ettre & Co. (manufacturer’s 
agent), 16 Bergstien, Oslo, seeks agency 
for dacron piece goods and nylon or 
orlon fleece piece goods; cotton piece 
goods; and rayon piece goods. 


Union of South Africa 


Butler Agencies (indent agent), 610 
Namaqua House, 36 Burg St., Cape 
Town, seeks agency for novelty printed 
cotton, rayon, and spun dress materials. 

Lewis, Davis & Sons (manufacturer’s 
agent), 28 Lowcliffe House, Main St., 
Port Elizabeth, seeks agency for textile 
yard goods, inexpensive to medium 
qualities. 

Edward Feit & Co. (Pty.), Ltd. (man- 
ufacturer’s representative) 18 Olga 
Bidg., 119a Commissioner St., P. O. Box 
10017, Johannesburg, seeks agency from 
U. S. Manufacturers or converters for 
textiles, printed 80 square cambrics and 
smaller in 36” to 38” width; printed 
highly styled cotton and rayon fabrics, 
36”-44” width; fancy cotton knits for 
men’s and women’s outerwear; color 
woven or printed men’s cotton shirtings; 
men’s fancy shirtings in synthetic fibers; 
lining fabrics and men’s ‘woolen tweed 
very fancy suitings. 

H. L. Homes & Co. (Pty.), Ltd. (man- 
ufacturer’s representative), 3-4 Quebec 
House, Smal & President Sts., P. O. Box 
3480, Johannesburg, seeks agency from 
large U. S. textile firm for nylon and 
rayon uncut moquettes and nylon tapes- 
tries. 


Yarns 
Union of South Africa 
A. Blomgon (manufacturer’s repre- 


sentative), 24 Sir Lowry .Road, Cape 
Town, seeks agency ‘or nylon and orlon 
yarn for the manufacture of sweaters 
and men’s hose. 
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FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Australia 


John Alfred Brodie, representing Un- 
ion Carbide Australia, Ltd. (importer, 
wholesaler, manufacturer, exporter), 32 
Walker St., Rhodes, New South Wales, 
is interested in chemical manufacture, 
and seeks technical information relating 
to chemical] plant. Was scheduled to ar- 
rive December 1 via San Francisco for 
a 4-month visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Union Carbide In- 
ternational Co., 30 E. 42d St., New York, 
N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Philadelphia, 
Chicago, Cleveland, Charleston, St. 
Louis, Pittsburgh, and Boston. 


England 


R. W. Goldsmith and John Wildberg, 
representing Sales Force, Ltd., 27 Percy 
St., London, W. 1, is interested in meet- 
ing representatives of U. S. firms who 
contemplate marketing in the United 
Kingdom, and/or extending or changing 
present marketing procedure. Was 
scheduled to arrive ber 11 via 
Los Angeles for a 5-week visit. U. S. 
address: c/o Car] Laemmle Jnr., 9190 
Cordell Drive, Hollywood 46, Calif.; and 
Irv Kupcinet, Chicago Sun Times, 211 
West Wacker Drive, Chicago 6, Ill. 
Itinerary: Los Angeles, Chicago, New 
York, and Washington. 


France 


Christian T. Dombrevane, represent- 
ing the Kleber Colombes Co., 9 rue de 
Presbourg, Paris, 16, is interested in 
automotive tires and rubber parts, and 
spare parts for French cars, and seeks 
technical information. Was scheduled to 
arrive December 9 via New York for a 
15-day visit. U. S. address! c/o May- 
flower Hotel, Akron, Ohio. Itinerary: 
New York, Akron, Washington, and Los 
Angeles. 


Japan 


Motokazu Nishimura, representing 
Kokusai Jidosha Kogyo Co., Ltd. (im- 
porter, wholesaler, exporter), No. 2 Ka- 
yabacho 1-chome, Nihonbashi, Chuo-ku, 
Tokyo, is interested in importing and 
exporting automotive service tools, 
equipment, spare parts, and accessories. 
Was scheduled to arrive December 7 
via San Francisco for a 2-month visit. 
U. S. address: c/o D. C. Andrews & Co., 
Inc., 27-29 Water St., New York’4, N. Y. 
Itinerary: San Francisco, Los Angeles, 
New York, Detroit, Chicago, Milwaukee, 
and Minneapolis. 


Union of South Africa 


F. E. Moss, representing M & V Con- 
tractors (Pty.), Ltd., 703/4 Eagle Star 
*House, West St., Durban, is interested 
in studying American methods of low- 


cost housing construction, and seeks 
technical information from the trade. 
Was scheduled to arrive December 18 
via Miami for a 3-month visit. U. S. 
address: Miami, Washington, Los An- 
geles, and New Orleans. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has published the following 
new trade lists of which mimeo- 
geaghee copies may be obtained 

y firms domiciled in the United 
States from this Division and 
from Department of Commerce 
Field Offices. The price is $2 a 
list for each country. 

Most of these lists are prefaced 
by a brief review of basic trade 
and industry data collected in 


king th jlations. Al 
dated November ise? 
Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration 
Equipment Importers and Dealers — 
Switzerland. 
Alcoholic Beverage Importers, Deal- 
ers, and Manufacturers—Turkey. 
American Firms, Subsidiaries, and 
A ffiliates—Lebanon. e 
Automotive Vehicle and ‘Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—British Guiana. 
Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Honduras. 
Czechoslovak Foreign Trade Corpora- 
tions. 


Coal, Coke, and Fuel Importers and 
Dealers—aAustria. 


Coffee and Cacao Exporters—Ecuador. 

Dry Goods and Clothing Importers 
and Dealers—British Guiana. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—British Guiana. 

Feedstuff Importers, Dealers, and 
Manufacturers—Republic of Panama. 

Fiber Producers and Exporters—Al- 
geria. 

Fruit and Nut Importers, Dealers, 
and Exporters—Ceylon, 

Furniture Importers and Dealers— 
Republic of Panama. 

Hardware Importers and Dealers — 
Peru. 

Iron, Steel, and Building Material Im- 
porters and Dealers—Syria. 

Leather and Shoe Finding Importers 
and Dealers—Netherlands. 

Oil (Animal, Fish, and Vegetable) 
Importers, Dealers, Producers, Refiners, 
and Exporters—Mozambique. 

Oil. (Animal, Fish, and Vegetable) 
Importers, Dealers, Producers, Refiners, 
and Exporters—Tunisia. 

Plastic Material Manufacturers and 
Molders of Plastic Products — Hong 
Kong. 

Radio Broadcasting and Television 
Stations—Thailand. 

Tobacco and Tobacco Product Im- 
porters, Dealers, and Manufacturers— 
British Guiana. 
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Missions Find Commodity, Investment 
Opportunities in India 


A steady flow of reports from the U. S. Embassy and consulates in 
India reflects the large potential for expanded commerce between the 


two countries. 


These data concern trade opportunities developed by the U. S. 
Trade Missions to India in 1955 and 1957, including import and export 
inquiries as well as licensing and investment possibilities. 


Analysis of the consultations -held 
with businessmen in India indicates that 
the commodities offered run the gamut 
of almost all types of consumer soft 
goods and novelties. Significant efforts 
are being made by the Indian Govern- 
ment and businessmen to achieve and 
maintain the highest quality and stand- 
ards in their output. Any significant in- 
crease in U. S. imports from India must 
depend on a well-organized trade pro- 
motional program. One need only refer 
to the tremendous quantity of brass- 
ware currently being marketed in the 
United States in a wide range of prices, 
attracting the variety store customer 
as well as the exclusive gift shop clien- 
tele in order to appraise the importance 
of a planned promotional effort. 


Three Categories of Import 
Potentials Outlined 


Three categories of potential imports 
apparently have been delineated by the 
Trade Mission and the U. S. Foreign 
Service personnel in India. Raw mate- 
rials such as wool, hides and skins, cot- 
ton, minerals, drugs, etc., probably are 
the more familiar commodities entering 
into trade between the United States 
and India, However, except for more 
intensive production, this category does 
not appear as susceptible to large-scale 
expansion in trade as do the other 
groups, 

The second category which may be 
generically categorized as “novelties” in- 
cludes both handmade and factory-made 
products, such as ivory work, beaded 
sandals, brass and horn ware, jewelry, 
Village crafts, wooden ware, and a wide 
variety of indigenous art goods. With 
the possibile exception of ivory ware, 
none of these other commodities has 
made more than an imperceptible im- 
pact on the U. S. market. A concerted 
cooperative promotional campaign in 
this area by the U. S. importer and the 
Indian producer stands an excellent 
chance of .increasing sales to depart- 
ment stores—already a minor market— 
and to the thousands of gift shops in 
this country. 

The third category—textiles and prod- 
ucts—includes handloomed fabrics, em- 
broidered apparel, shawls, scarves, saris, 
and other accessories, requires a more 
precise kind of marketing than do the 
novelty items. This is an important con- 
sideration, since rapid style changes in 
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the United States in terms of kinds of 
materials in vogue, style trends, and ac- 
cessory utilization make it a market 
that must be approached so as to meet 
consumer demands at the time of de- 
livery. Cooperation between U. S. fash- 
ion experts and the Indian producer can 
enable this objective to be achieved, 


Opportunities Exist for U. S. 
Importers and Exporters 


In sharp contrast to the products in- 
cluded in import opportunities is the 
picture pertaining to exports. Essential- 
ly these inquiries fell into two cate- 
gories: Industrial semimanufactures, and 
manufacturing equipment, including 
tools. 


These products are essential to the 
industrial development of India. Al- 
though the Government exercises strict 
import controls, items in these cate- 
gories can be expected to receive careful 
consideration by the authorities. In the 
industrial semimanufactures groupings 
steel wire, castings, billets, plates, etc., 
seem to be the predominant materials. 


The machinery complement includes 
steel] forging and stamping machinery; 
industrial machines; power tools; gum 
grinding machinery; textile spinning, 
bleaching, dyeing, and printing machin- 
ery; mechanical toy manufacturing; con- 
duit pipe manufacturing; plastic exten- 
sion equipment; machinery to produce 
bolts, nuts, etc.; bottle-making machin- 
ery, etc. * 

In addition, many inquiries were re- 
ceived for such items as pharmaceuti- 
cals, surgical dressings, chemicals, and 
similar commodities, 


Agency Investment, License 
Agreements Sought 


A considerable range of trade poten- 
tials appears to exist, both in terms of 
Indian manufacturers seeking agents in 
the United States and Indian firms de- 
siring to represent American manufac- 
turers. Essentially these agency in- 
quiries were related to the products 
discussed in the import and export op- 
portunities cited. 

Concentration of agency inquiries was 
on the so-called hard-goods categories, 
with only minor references to consumer 
soft goods. 


Investment and licensing opportunities 


are strongly concentrated in the heavy 
goods manufacturing industries. Usually 
Indian interest in U. S. capital partici- 
pation includes technical assistance. 
Frequently, discussions shifted to con- 
sideration of long-term credits to enable 
Indian manufacturers to buy capital 
goods from the United States. Many of 
the inquiries were related to the need 
for capital and equipment to expand 
current facilities. 


The following are cited as indicative 
of the range of inquiries: Licensing ar- 
rangement for the production of appli- 
ances; expansion of soap factory; manu- 
facture of fiber glass; manufacture of 
automobile accessories; manufacture of 
cosmetics; expansion of machine-tool 
production; manufacture of bal! and 
roller bearings; manufacture of wash- 
ing and dyeing machines; capital par- 
ticipation for purchase of steel forging 
and stamping machinery; establishment 
of a Kraft paper mill; production of 
pharmaceuticals and chemicals; estab- 
lishment of a plant for fabricating iron 
and steel] structurals; establishment of 
fertilizer factories; capital and technical 
assistance for building railway cars; 
manufacture of household refrigerators 
and air-conditioning equipment; expan- 
sion and modernization of baking plant; 
development of granite quarries; manu- 
facture of smail precision and machine 
tools; manufacture of pencils; establish- 
ment of aluminum and paper plants; 
establishment of razor blade plant; 
manufacture of sanitary ceramic ware, 
etc. 


Other Resu!ts of 
Program Cited 


Not specifically related to individual 
trade opportunities are some of the 
other results of the trade mission _pro- 
gram in India. With the assistance and 
cooperation of the Foreign Service, the 
missions to India were instrumental in 
providing information to the pepper as- 
sociation so that the members were able 
to meet U. S. pure food requirements 
which had been of considerable concern 
to them, 


Interest aroused by the U. S. Trade 
Missions to India was the basis for the 
formation of an Indian Industrial Mis- 
sion which recently visited the United 
States to explore possibilities for in- 
creased trade between the two coun- 
tries and potential for expanded U. S. 
investment in India. The recent step-up 
in establishment of export promotion 
councils and the newly instituted devel- 
opment and research organization are in 
line with actions recommended by the 
missions. 


(Continued on page &7) 











Fruit Output and Tourism Favorable 
Elements in Greek Outlook 


The U. S. Trade Mission to the Salonika Fair, September 1-22, rec- 
ommended a vigorous program for the expansion of tourist travel to 
Greece, pointing out that income from this source can be increased from 
the present $35 million to $70 million, and ultimately $100 million. 

At present, only slightly more than 1 percent of the U. S, tourist 
business to Europe and the Mediterranean area goes to Greece. Sub- 
stantial growth of this business is expected with thé completion of the 
new Hilton Hotel in Athens and the addition of some 2,000 more rooms 
in that city. The preparation of a master plan for tourism development, 
a more aggressive advertising and promotion campaign, and a study of 
air fares to Athens were among the recommendations made by the 


trade mission. 


The rapidly expanding fruit produc- 
in northern Greece was singled out 
6, the mission as offering exceptional 
opportunities. Export of these products, 
which hardly amounted to $4 million in 
1955, went up to $7.3 in 1956 and will 
go beyond $11 million in 1957, With the 
increase in the peach, apple, strawberry, 
and other crops, the need for cold-stor- 
ege facilities, refrigerated railway cars, 
x? various types of fruit processing and 
pe ug equipment is urgent. 


Fruit Canneries, Cold 
Storage Plants Needed 


The trade mission recommended that 
American companies look into the op- 
portunities to establish canneries, which 
are badly needed to preserve the excess 
produce, Citrus-juice canning was men- 
tioned as a good field for investigation 
by American juice canners. Though 
the local market for canned goods is 
limited at present, it is expected to 
grow. Export demand for canned fruits 
will increase as Greek fresh fruit be- 
comes more widely distributed, 

In meetings with agricultural cooper- 
atives at Eddesa and Naoussa, the mis- 
sion was told of these areas’ needs for 
cold storage plants. Each of the co- 
operatives is interested in plants of 
1,500-ton capacity and has expressed 
keen interest in hearing from American 
manufaeturers. The plants are needed 
for the 1958 crop and promot action is 
necessary. 


Measures To Increase Fruit, 
Vegetable Exports Announced 


The Greek Government has recently 
announced a series of measures designed 
to increase fruit and vegetable exports. 
These include plans for pilot cultivation 
areas, new fruit-juice plants, canneries, 
drier and packing stations, purchase of 
100 refrigerated railway cars, opening 
of promotion offices in London -and 
Hamburg, and special training abroad 
to develop a staff of fruit and vegetable 
experts. Additional information on-the 
fruit situation in Greece as reported by 
the U. S. consulate at Salonika, Greece, 
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may be obtained on request from the 
Trade Development Division, Office of 
Trade Promotion, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


Mission Receives Proposals for 
U.S. Capital Investment 


The mission received several propos- 
als for investment of American capital. 
These will be reported in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly and Investment “Oppor- 
tunities Abroad as soon as the necessary 
documentation is received. 

In general, there was a lack of under- 
standing of how to present investment 
proposals, and the mission impressed 
upon those interested in securing Amer- 
ican capital that their proposals should 
be carefully prepared, providing com- 
plete details of the operation for which 
capital is desired, how it will be used, 
the market for the resulting product, as 
well as the source and cost of raw ma- 
terials, local regulations, taxes, import 
regulations, labor costs and availability, 
and all other pertinent factors, 


U.S. Goods Wanted but 
Payment Terms Criticized 


U. S. payment terms were criticized 
repeatedly by Greek ‘importers who 
poifitted out that European exporters are 
offering credit terms while most Ameri- 
can shipments to Greece are on a letter- 
of-credit basis. American goods are 
wanted, and the Greeks told the mission 
that trade with the United States would 
increase considerably if American manu- 
facturers would sell on a sight-draft 
basis. 

Many individual producers expressed 
an interest in selling their handicrafts 
to the United States, and the mission 
encouraged them to develop their own 
style rather than copy merchandise 
already available in the U. S. market. A 
central assemblying and selling agen- 
cy (an Institute of Handicrafts) able to 
assure buyers of a steady supply of 
products was urged as a means of in- 
creasing sales of handicrafts to the 
United States. 

The trade mission included I. B, Catz, 


founder of Catz American Corp., New 
York, importers and exporters of food- 
stuffs, who was also a member of the 
1956 Mission; Edward T. Nettleton, vice- 
president in charge of Travel and Resort 
Department, Chas. W. Hoyt Co., New 
York; Nathan Shainberg, president and 
general manager, Sam Shainberg Dry 
Goods Co., Memphis, Tenn.; Dr. Albert 
Schwarting, Washington representative, 
Ferris & Co., New York, investment 
bankers; and Dr, George A. Sallee, of 
the International Resources Staff, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, who served 
as the leader. The mission. was _ in 
Greece August 11-September 22, held 
161 interviews with Greek businessmen, 
and visited 16 cities and towns in addi- 
tion to the Salonika Trade Fair, 





Bids Invited ... 
(Continued from page 10) 


New Zealand 

Bookbinding machinery, tender No. 
1869; bids invited until January 24 by 
the Government Printing and Stationery 
Department, Private Bag, Government 
Buildings P. O., Wellington. Specifica- 
tions available on loan from the New 
Zealand Government Trade Commis- 
sioner, 1145 19th Street, NW., Wash- 
ington 6, D. C. 


Pakistan 


Bulldozers, 16, with spares and tools, 
crawler type, diesel powered, tender 
No. CT-1/50547/1/57; bids invited un- 
til December 30 by the Director Gen- 
eral of Supply and Development, Frere 
Road, Karachi.* 


South Africa 


Switchgear, specification No. 1981/ 
1957 “D”; bids invited until February 
13 by_the City Electrical Engineer, Elec- 
tricity House, Strand Street, Capetown.* 
Uruguay 

Automatie emergency nonheating 
bulbs for use in theaters, 7, bid No. 
1075, deadline January 21; bookkeeping 
machines, bid No. 1076, January 28. Bids 


invited by the Ministry of Public Health, 
Montevideo, 

Only firms legally established in Uru- 
guay may participate in public bids; 
others must enter bids through their 
Uruguayan representatives. Copies of 
tender notices in Spanish available.* 





Wool prices at New Zealand auctions 
continued to decline in October, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 

The season opened at Dunedin on 
October 23 with values 12.5 percent 
below last season’s close but still above 
opening auctions a year ago, 
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INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES 








N. Borneo Coalfield 
Offers Opportunity 


The Labuan Free Port Guild, formed 
for the purpose of promoting trade, in- 
dustry, and commerce on the island of 
Labuan in British North Borneo, will 
welcome applications from U. S. busi- 


ness firms for the investigation and ex- 
ploitation of coal deposits on the Lab- 
uan. A reserve of approximately 9 mil- 
lion tons of coal is estimated to exist in 
the deposits. 

A concession for coal and oil rights 
was granted to the Labuan Exploration 
Co., Ltd., in 1920. The concession ex- 
pires in 1989. The Guild, reportedly, has 
obtained an agreement from the Ex- 
ploration Co. for future development of 
the coal deposits. 

Labuan Island is approximately 1144 
miles long with a maximum width of 
6% miles. The main coalfield extends 
from Merinding near the northwest 
coast to Coal Point at the extreme 
northeast end of the island. 

A report of the Geological Survey 
Department of British Territories in 
Borneo, a map of the area, analysis of 
the Labuan Coal Co., Ltd., and notes 
on reef limestone on Pulau Burgng, 
Southwest of Labuan, are available’ for 
review on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Interested firms also are invited to 
correspond with the Labuan Free Port 
Guild, P. O. Box, Port Victoria, Labuan, 
British North Borneo. 


Commonwealth of Australia 
Cites Investment Trends 


The 1956-57 edition of a 63-page book- 
let, Developments in Australian Manu- 
facturing Industry, has been released 
by the Department of Trade, in Mel- 
bourne, in connection with its program 
to promote trade and investment in 
Australia. 

The publication includes information 
of potential interest to prospective U. S. 
investors considering the establishment 
of manufacturing facilities, or the intro- 
duction of new products and techniques 
in Australia, 

Details covering 331 known projects 
(planned or announced) in 1956-57 which 
involve expenditure of £50,000 or more 
also are included. Emphasis has been 
placed on specific projects for expansion 
and modernization. 


A copy of the booklet is available for 
review on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 








December 23, 1957 





Federation of Malaya, Singapore 
Governments To Aid Investors 


The Governments of both the Crown Colony of Singapore and the 
Federation of Malaya are taking steps to further industrial development. 
The Singapore Industrial Promotion Board, established in 1957 by 
the Singapore Legislative Assembly to assist firms and individuals in- 
terested in the Colony of Singapore, has announced an expansive pro- 


gram designed to encourage economic 
development in the Colony. 


A variety of services are offered by 
the Board in providing both technical 
advice and financial assistance to for- 
eign and domestic enterprises that will 
contribute to sound development of 
the economy. In addition, the Board 
conducts research to discover new uses 
and markets for local materials and 
commodities and to ascertain prospects 
for new industrial undertakings. 

The Board is willing to offer other 
assistance to prospective foreign in- 
vestors and is prepared to carry out 
special surveys for firms interested in 
establishing in Singapore. 

Although under the tax laws of the 
Colony foreign companies are treated 
the same as are domestic firms, the 
Board is empowered to negotiate tax 
holidays for new foreign enterprises 
making a significant contribution to the 
Colony’s economy. Special arrangements 
also can be made to permit entry of 
foreign technicians needed by a specific 
industry. 

The Singapore Government and the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
are particularly eager to foster develop- 
ment of secondary industries. An ex- 
penditure of M$610 million (M$3.03—= 
US$1) has been approved. 


Malaya Wants 
Foreign Capital 


The Legislative Council of the Fed- 
eration of Malaya has approved a 5- 





Burmese Pipe Manufacturer 
Offers Partnership 


Burma Construction & Industrial 
Co., manufacturer of lead pipes and 
lead sheets, seeks a partnership ar- 
rangement with a U. S. firm for the 
production and sale in Burma, and for 
export, of lead pipe and lead sheets. 
Raw materials far the project are said 
to be available from local sources. 

The plant, now under construction, 
is expected to produce approximately 
1,200 tons of lead pipe—ranging in di- 
ameter from 1% to 2 inches—annually. 
Approximately U.S.$60,000 is required 
to meet this proposed production. 

Additional data are availahle upon 
request from Ma Saw Tin, managing 
partner, Burma Construction & Indus- 
trial Co., 62 Prome Road (6% miles), 
Rangoon, Burma. 





year (1956-60) development plan call- 
ing for an expenditure of M$1,448 
million. 

A committee appointed to investigate 
possibilities of industrial development 
in the Federation clearly recognizes in 
its report to the Cabinet the need for 
foreign capital. To create a favorable 
investment climate the committee rec- 
ommends guaranties against national- 
ization of local industries and against 
barriers to repatriation of foreign prof- 
its and capital; assurances of the sta- 
bility of the company tax; assurances 
that foreign enterprises can employ for- 
eign managerial and labor personnel; 
assurances regarding depreciation allow- 
ances; and tax concessions for pioneer 
industries. 

Other activities of the Federation 

(Continued on page 22) 





Concern in India 
Wants Machinery 


U. S. participation in the establish- 
ment of a factory in India for the man- 
ufacture of electric motors, motor start- 
ers, and iron-clad fuse boxes, is sought 
by the firm, Electrim Tools Corp., of 
New Delhi. . 

U. S. investment in the form of ma- 
chinery on deferred payment basis and 
technical know-how are primarily de- 
sired. However, the firm also is inter- 
ested in obtaining the services of an 
American firm experienced in the elec- 
trical field, and the use of its trade- 
marks and patents. The firm offers 
active participation in the management 
of the enterprise and a share in the 
profits commensurate to the investment 
provided. 

According to Mr. B. B. Lall, promoter 
of the firm, Government of India ap- 
proval has been obtained for the project. 
As an essential industry under India’s 
second 5-year plan, the new establish- 
ment, to be set up as a public limited 
company, will be located in New Delhi. 

Supplemental data on this proposal 
are available for review on loan from 
the Investment Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, a. Ge 

Interested firms are also invited to 
correspond with the Indian Electrim 
Tools Corp., 33/60 Rohtak Road, New 
Delhi, India. 
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New Cement Factory 
Planned for Taiwan 


American private capital investment 
is invited in connection with the pro- 
posed establishment by a group of Chi- 
nese of a cement manufacturing plant 
in Taiwan (Formosa), to be known as 
the Chia Hsin Cement Corporation, Ltd. 
The organization committee has already 
been formed and an office opened. 

The proposed company will be a pri- 
vate enterprise incorporated under the 
laws of the National Government. Cap- 
ital is being raised among local and 
possibly oversea Chinese and according 
to preseht plans, 24,000 shares of NT 
$1,000 will be issued (US$1—approxi- 
mately NT$35 for purposes of foreign 
investment). The U. S. investor is of- 
fered up to 49 percent interest in the 
enterprise. 

Studies indicate that virtually all re- 
quired raw. materials, except gypsum, 
are available in Taiwan, and are so 
situated that a cement factory can be 
located close to supplies. However, al- 
though some experienced staff would be 
available locally, additional know-how 
and technical advice would be useful in 
perfecting the new plant, manufacturing 
techniques, and marketing of the fin- 
ished product. 

A ready market for the output of the 
proposed plant is said to exist, since 
there is presently an acute shortage of 
cement—which is expected to continue 
for some years—for both military and 
civilian requirements in the area. 

Interested parties are invited to com- 
municate direct with Chia Hsin Cement 
Corporation, Ltd., 1791 Chung-cheng 
Road, 3d floor, Taipei, Taiwan. 


Machine Plant, Foundry 
Offered in Netherlands 


The owner of Machinefabriek & Ijzer- 
gieterij H. B. Afink, of Enschede, in 
the Netherlands, wishes to interest a 
U. S. firm in the purchase of his ma- 
chine plant and iron foundry. 

According to A. Dekkers, real estate 
broker for the Netherlands firm, the 
price asked for the recently constructed 
buildings and site, including machines, 
tools, and goodwill of the business, is 
150,000 guilders (1 guilder=U.S.$0.26). 

The site reportedly covers an area of 
2,500 square meters. Good communica- 
tions facilities are said to exist. 

Additional information, including pho- 
tographs, will be furnished upon request 
to A. Dekkers, 68 Enschedeschestraat, 
Hengelo, Netherlands. 

Italy’s electric energy output totaled 
38,124 million kilowatt-hours in 1955, 
as compared with 35,574 million in the 
preceding year, according to the United 
Nations Department of Public Informa- 
tion, 


Industrial Land for 
Sale Near London 


U. S. firms interested in establishing 
business enterprises in the United King- 
dom may find helpful a brochure pub- 
lished by the Swindon Corp. of Wilt- 
shire, England, calling attention to the 
town development program of Swindon, 
and to the availability of land in the 
area. 

The brochure, entitled “Swindon, Wilt- 
shire—Industrial Development,” cites 
the numerous advantages to be derived 
by U. S. firms considering the establish- 
ment of industrial enterprises in the 
town. 


The town of Swindon is centrally lo- 
cated—78 miles West of London, in 
Southern England—and served by ex- 
cellent communications facilities. Local 
labor is plentiful. 

The area of the borough reportedly 
covers an area of approximately 6,000 
acres. 

Swindon, according to the brochure, 
particularly welcomes the establishment 
of small- and medium sized plants, Land 
is obtainable at the Cheney Manor In- 
dustrial Estate as well as other sites 
within the borough boundaries. Sites 
from one-third of an acre up are_avail- 
able on the industrial estate, with pro- 
vision for later expansion. Land is 
available for purchase on long lease 
basis at rates of approximately £300 
an acre a year. 

A copy of the brochure is available 
for review on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. Inter- 
ested firms also are invited to cor- 
respond with the Swindon Corp., Cheney 
Manor Industrial Estate, Swindon, Wilt- 
shire, England. 


Municipal Gas Works 
Proposed in Libya 


The construction in Benghazi of a 
municipal gas works to produce gas 
for home appliances and lighting and 
for public lighting is under considera- 
tion by the firm, Sayyed Abdullah Abid 
al Sanusi, SAASCO, building and con- 
struction engineers. 

The proposed plant, expected to pro- 
duce approximately 10,000 chm. of city 
gas a day, will cost an estimated. VU. S. 
$430,000. An acute power shortage, 
which warrants the erection of such & 
plant, is said to exist in Benghazi. The 
company has applied to the Cyrenaican 
Executive Council for approval of the 
SAASCO gas works. 

Firms interested in this proposed 
project are invited to submit their in- 
quiries to the Investment Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C, 








Indian Paper Producer 
Seeks Licensor 


Capital, machinery, and patents 
are sought by the Indian firm, 
Bloomfeld Trading Co., for a pro- 
posed expansion of plant facilities. 

The company, organized in 1948, 
is engaged in the manufacture and 
fabrication of paper and paper 
products, and wishes to include an 
American line of paper articles. 
Stock in company, royalty or prof- 
it-sharing payments, or other ar- 
rangements satisfactory to the li- 
censor are offered. 

Interested firms are invited to 
correspond with R. N. Chadha, 
Managing Partner, Bloomfeld 
Trading Co., G. T. Road, Ghazia- 
bad, U. P., India. 











New ea ee Invited 
For Greek Refinery 


A new bid invitation for the disposi- 
tion of the State petroleum refinery at 
Aspropyrgos has been issued by the 
Ministry of Coordination of the Greek 
Government, at Athens. The new invita- 
tion tis the result of the failure earlier 
of bidding companies to comply with 
the terms of the tender. 


The new bid calls for tenders for tlie 
lease or technical operation of the re- 
finery for a period of 10 years from the 
date of the signature of the agreement. 
The deadline for submission of new 
tenders is December 28; 1957. 

A copy of the call for bids containing 
the general terms of the tender, as wel! 
as special conditions governing each one 
of the alternatives of the bidding, is 
available for-review on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. Tenders should be mailed direct 
to the Ministry of Coordination, Athens, 
Greece. 





The 1957 tobacco harvest in Greece 
is now estimated at 226.6 million pounds 
from 302,000 acres, exceeding the pre- 
vious 1955 record harvest of 223 mil- 
lion from 319,000 acres, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. 

The 1957 acreage is only about 4 per- 
cent greater than the 1956 area o! 
291,000 acres, but production is about 
25 percent larger than the 1956 harvest 
of 181 million pounds. 





Cuba’s tobacco crop is larger than 
was expected earlier and at 113 million 
pounds will exceed the production quota 
by about 15 percent, according to the 
Foreign Agricultural Service. The in- 
crease was due to favorable weather in 
the last months of the 1957 season. 
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Schedule of Intemations! Trade Fairs 


[1958 unless otherwise stated] 
Far East and Australasia 


Afghanistan 

August 23-29............000. Kabul....................Jeshyn International Fair. 

Australia 

July 21-Aug. 2............ Melbourne............First Victorian State International 
Fair. 

Japan 

Jan. 14-19 Pave Ne er International Book Exhibition. 

Mar. 20-May 25... .. Moji City............... International Trade and Industrial 
Fair. 





JAPAN—Continued 
aa ERE Ee Osaka Japan International Trade Fair. 
July 5-Aug. 31........... Hokkaido Hokkaido Grand Exhibition. 
Laos 
November.................... Vientiane............. That Luang Festival. 
Philipp’nes 
Nov. 30 1957- 

ey iin ccccinnss MEME NDE co cnecereacesbeccee Philippine National Exposition. 


Near East and Africa 











Egypt 

March .Cairo.. International Fair for Egyptian 
Cotton. 

Morocco 

Apr. 25-May 11........... Casablanca........0. Cogenionan International Trade 

air 
lraq 
i ap SR | nT Agricultural and Industrial Fair. 
Western 

Austria 

Mar.9-16 odeuibiaianct Sa . International Spring Fair. 

Apr. 26- May 4 Graz bs ..Graz Southeast Fair. 

Aug. 1-10........... Dornbirn. ... Textile Export and Samples Fair. 

Sept. 7-14. Vienna.. .. International Fall Fair. 

Sept. 27-Oct. ee ~~ TEE Graz Southeast Fair. 

Belgium 

Apr. 17-Oct. 19............ Brusselg................. Universal and International 
Exhibition. 

Apr. 26-May 7............ Brussel3...............+ International Festival of Pastry 
and Related Products. 

Ve eee Etterbeek............. International Agricultural Equip- 
ment and Products Show. 

May Biatecesciennses ote 10th International Trade Fair. 

June 6-29.... .... Brussels... ... 7th International Inventors Show. 

June 7-165... .. Brussels... ... Lemporary Parking Exhibition, 

Jume 14-24.....cccccccccere ANCWEPDP.......0.....5¢cond International Cargo 
Handling Exhibition. 

Sept. Gas ie. descroncrcsee Ghent........ ..13th International Trade Fair. 





Apr. 25-May 10, 1959. Brussels 32d Brussels International Trade 


Fair. 















Denmark 

Feb.28-Mar.......0000+ Copenhagen.......... International Automobile 
Exhibition. 

Mar. ZE-GP, ncicscocssinseeees Copenhagen......... International Copenhagen Fair. 

Finland 

May Go 2iy s.shasistapiavccens a ee International Motor Exhibition. 

France 

fe a | eee International Fair of Nice, 

Mar. 29-Apr. 8........ Strasbourg............ International Agricultural 
Machinery Show. 

Apr. Te oc cice ON tines: 40th International Trade Fair. 

Apr. 19-May 4 .. Lille ....30d International Trade Fair. 

May 10-26......:cc...cegseseeee a ae 47th International Trade Fair. 

dune ON eT Bordeaux............. 37th International Trade Fair, 

Sept. 6-21............ ....otrasbourg............33d European Fair. 

Se pt 13- ETE Marseille ...64th International Trade Fair. 

Sept. 27-Oct. 13......... Metz international Trade Fair. 

Germany 

i a Wiesbaden............ Sports Goods Trade Fair. 

ia ol UYU ee Agricultural Machinery Fair 
““Greenweek.”’ 

We) Sa lu Intérnational Furniture Fair. 

Feb. 23-4 Nuernberg......... First International Toy Fair. 

Feb. 28 en International Trade Fair (house- 
hold goods and hardware). 

Ne Se Offenbach............... International Leather Goods Fair. 

Mar. 2-@..... ... Frankfurt..... Frankfurt International Fair. 

Mar, 2- ..Dusseldorf ist International Packaging and 
Confectionery Machinery Fair 
(INTERPACK). 

Mar. GBB diccistenreis Hamburg............... 2d Int*«rnational Gastronomy 
Fair (INTERN@RGA). 

Mar. Qc scatisisatancte Cologne................International Trade Fair (textiles 


and clothing). 

Mar, 20065 sind Dusseldortf............ 36th Sales and Fashion Week of 
the Ladies’ Outer Garments 
Industry (IGEDO). 

International Trade Fair. 


Apr. 18-May 1............ Saarbrucken 


Apr. 24-May 1............. Pirmasens.............5th Shoe, Leather and Machinery 
Exhibition. 

Apr. 27 Hannovetr............... German Industries Fair. 

May 3-16 Dusseldorg......... 


.International Printing and Paper 
Fair (DRUPA). 

10th German Handicrafts and 

Trade , Fair. 





May 


soos RIRNE DR: ccccocsccecsiese 


December 23, 1957 





Tunisia 
Oct. 18-Nov. 2............. 


Turkey 
Aug. 20-Sept. 20......... Se: 


Union of South Africa 


|| en ee ee 


Mar. 27-Apr. 7.......... . Johannesburg... 
Europe 
Germany—Continued 

FN BO cevecccssccnesesess |. 
May 81i-June &8............. Frankfurt............. 
FORO TTB nvcssecsccsnsccecesd I Sciatic 
TUNE 3B-27.......cceccseeseeeeee Duesseldort.......... 
Aug. 29-Sept. 7........... Hamburg............... 
ES eB esticcessntbeins ORONO icccincteserores 


eS | ee See Offenbach 
cetescks ..Frankfurt 
... Berlin 
Cologne 








Bet, DE-DE... cvcceccecesees Dusseldorg............ 
Sept. 25-30 sseosseceell POREAMEE UEC... Assancons 
Sept. 25-Oct. 65............. Ses 
Sept. 27-Oct. 5............ DORON, iciscevinnts 
a Re .. Hambur......cccee 


Oct. 4-7 siconnecenestioncin tana mn 
Bee Be ieccccciccncsctectad Duesse ldort........ 
Sept. 17-27, 1959......... Frankfurt.............. 


Sept. 24-Oct. 2, 1960..Cologne 


Great Britain 





+ ie Ee cna London 

Jan. 11-17 sSeesten Harrogate 

Jan. 14-Feb. 8............. Manchester........... 
Jan. 20-Feb. 1 Ri a iscsssecsinees 
Jan. 22-31. ee ES I 
pk | ee eee EORGOM: 5. cecccncinie 
| 5 Ria as Blackpool.............. 
(, & > See London............... 
ras London 
ee London 

(= ” . See London...........c000 
Apr. 14-19 London 

Apr. 16-25 .London 

| S| eee LAORGON.....ccrsrorsrsses 
May 12-21 London 

June 2-7 ... London 

June 18-28 London 





Sixth Tunis International Fair. 


Izmir International Fair. 


47th Rand Easter Show and 
industrial Exhibition. 


International Bakers’ 
(IBA). 

Congress and Exhibition of 
Chemical eapecotue and Equip- 
ment (ACHEMA 

First Hospital row Medical Labo- 
ratory Equipment Exhibition. 

37th Sales and Fashion Week of 
the Ladies’ Outer Garments 
Industry (IGEDO). 

International Food and Delicates- 
sen Exhibition (LEFA). 

International Trade Fair (house- 
hold goods and hardware). 

International Leather Goods Fair, 

Frankfurt International Fair. 


Exhibition 


.. 9th German Industries Exhibition. 


International Trade Fair (textiles 
and clothing). 

38th Sales and Fashion Week of 
the Ladies’ Outer Garments 
Industry (IGEDO). 

International Book Fair. 

International Exhibition of Gro- 
ceries and Fine Foods (IKOFA), 

6th International Photographic 
and Motion Picture Exhibition 
(PHOTOKINA). 

American Industrial Exposition. 


.65th German Soap Fair. 


39th Sales and Fashion Week of 


the Ladies’ Outer Garments 
Industry (IGEDO). 
39th International Automobile 


Show. 

Seventh International Photo- 
bey and Motion Picture 
exhibition (PHOTOKINA). 


..Fourth National Boat Show. 


9th International Toy 

International Holiday 
Exhibition. 

British Furniture Exhibition. 

International Hotel and Catering 
Exhibition. 

4th Stationery Fair. 

9th International Gifts and Fancy 
Goods Fair. 


Fair. 
and Travel 


.4th National Stationery and Book 


Trades Fair. 


..ldeal Home Exhibition. 
..4th International 


Instrument 
Show. 

15th Radio and Electronic Com- 
ponent Show. 

6th Factory Equipment Exhibition. 

2d Instruments, Electronics, and 
Automation Exhibition 

lst International Hospital Equip- 
ment and Medical Services 
Exhibition 

Production Exhibition and 
Conference. 

2d International Clot! 
Exhibition 

ist Chemical and 

Engineering Ex! 


ling Trade 


Petroleum 
ibition. 
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Great Britain— Continued 
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Tal @Onctnbaces Manchester........... ist British Fair of Industry and Sept. 10-21, 1959......... I ics sccanensinabtins “3a International Exposition of 
Commerce. Textile Machinery. 

Aug. 28- Sept. 11......... London................-British Food Fair. Oct. 3-11, 1959 Milan. 1st International Show and Con- 

oo RS eee Pe LONAOMN.......c0scce00000+ 6th International Handicrafts, paote of the Printing, Publis!- 
Homecrafts, and Hobbies aca Paper Industries 
Exhibition. ). 

Sept. 22-27 sesereesee Manchester.......... 45th Business Efficiency Exhibition. 

Sept. 26-Oct. 4 ..Jondon ..19th International Commercial Luxembourg 
Motor Transport Exhibition. May 24-June 8............Luxembourg........ 10th International Trade Fair. 

Oecd. BBBB.. cccccscscsesees Manchester........... 5th International Textile Machin- 
ery and Accessories Exhibition. Netherlands ' 

Nov. 10-15.............. BAB OR Seccinsnisteii Public Works and Municipal Serv- Mar. 18-27 Utrecht 70th International Trade Fair. 
ices Congress and Exhibition. Apr. 22-30 Amsterdam...........4th International Sugar Exhibition 

NOV, 15-22......cccccccseses LONAOM.........c00000000 32d International Cycle and Motor- Sept. 2-11......... ... Utrecht wee ist International Trade Fair. 
cycle Show October aninalipininaell Utrecht............0...4th Foodstuffs and Chemical 

Novy. 28-Dec. 4 London ..1st Electronic Computer Exhibli- - Machinery Fair. : 
tion and Syposium TREY BEGD. .ciccocicossessene Amsterdam.......... 5th. International Packaging 

Sept. 8-18, 1959......... London Sixth Packaging Exhibition Exhibition. 

6 Poland 

reece TUMC 8-22......ccosscceseverses PORTIA. sicicccionsincs 27th International Trade Fair. 
Sept. 7-28 vee SALONIKA.......0000nternational Fair of Thegsaloniki. Spain 
italy MAY 1-BD. ...recccrororesrserre Valencia........... 36th International Samples Fa 
Jan. 4-13 Vigevano 21st International Shoe Fair June 1-20............. vee Barcelona........0..-.26th International Samples Fair. 
Jan. 25-Feb. 2 Milan 2d International Textile Market Sweden 

MET T'-A a) lothing Trade | S| Saas Gothenburg......... 4ist Sateemational Swedish In- 

. —_ oe oe . dustries Fair. 

Mar. 9-17 outeintee OOD ctntinnin = rnational Agricultural Aug. 30-Sept. 14 Stockholm............. 16th St. Erik's Fair. 
Apr. 12-27 wove Milan ...86th International Samples Fair. Switzerland 
Apr. 24-May 15 Florence 224 International Handicraft Fair. Jan. 25-Feb. 2 Basel 1st International Exhibition or 
May 10-25 Rome wewwth International Electronic and ae ste ee ee ’ Purification of Water and Waste 

Nuclear Energy Exhibition and Water : 

Conference . Mar. 18-28............<cscss Geneva.......... etimnncnis 28th International Motor Show 
May 24-June 10......... Palermo 1% —— rnational Mediterranean — May 30-Jume 8......cceZUTiCN...ccsssssseseeee 2d Swiss Import Exhibition. — 
May 29-June 13 Padova 36th International Samples Fair. Sept. 3-16 TE imei os Atom for Peace 
June 22-July 6 Trieste 10th International Trade Fair. Y l * ' 5 
Sept. 7-25 gari 22d International Levant Fair. ugosiavia 
Sept. 25-Oct. 5 Turin Sth International Technical p.  & o.oo ZAZTED.....ccsesseoseree International Trade Fair. 

Exposition. CE ae ee: i eee International Trade Fair. 

.* 
Western Hemisphere 
Argentina United States—Continued 
Dec. 13-Apr. 15........ .Buenos Aires Exposicion Bodas de Oro YPF. Be TIPGN-kseacorees New York............ .International Home Building 
- Exposition. 
Canada r 
Apr. 23-27 ..New York..............Festival of Foods. 
Feb. 10-13 died... nsctmatinake 3d Canadian Hardware Show. May 1-8 Philadelphia........American Society of Tool Engi 
May 1-10 aoe ANCOUVEr International Trade Fair. neers Industrial Exposition and 
May 30-June 8............. Montreal 2d International Trade Fair Convention. 
Aug. 22-Sept. 6 .. Toronto 80th Canadian National Exhibition. ) sg «39th National Restaurant Show 
° May 7-17........ New York... .24 U. 8. World Trade Fair. 

Colombia pO EES New aaiaemmamnch ~*~ (Men's wear spring 
Nov. 22-Dec. 8.......... Bogota Fourth International Trade Fai ‘ ashion exhibit). 

‘ . * bi . = a . gg RUS Chicago ae Lelectronic Parts Distributor Show 
Mexico May 19-23 .........cccvccssor Cleveland......0...Foundry Show and AFS Castings 
Re i ectttrectapeice Guadalajara.........3d Great Fe alises . Congress and Show. 

Feb. 1906 uadalajara ‘ reat Fair of Jalisco. May 25-28 - CHICAGO... tnternational Conference and Of- 
Venevela fice Machinery and Equipment 
Apr. 1960 Caracas mosemienesd International Exposition. en thee ~ New York..........National Packaging Exposition 
United States A “aan gene tg: ed Annual 

oe = onvention an xhibit. 
Jan. 6-17........ + CNICAGO. ......-rerseee =< ~~ Home Furnishings Sgt CD niichectpiviaen Chicago ..2d International Svecialty Food 
wn ea a ‘ ‘ and Confection Show. 
TA. 9-19... ccccsereereees Los Angeles aieere Bessoeen Imported Fume CEE csecmtian Miamii.............000--Inter-American Food Congress 
pS ee EE National Automobile Dealers June 8-12 New York , Ra ti f Re 

Equipment Exhibition db. -ecevccvevccsesecsees - evcoceseeenee ; . ae iona fa ion o te 

ee). as New York National Motorboat Show. Exhibit. 2 RONEROS 
— aa on City er “7 yal oe Dramie OBB conscescsrssisideceel Cleveland........s...-. National Materials-Handling 
7 0.9 re a, . tion. 
Jan. 19-23 .Washington American Road Builders Show June 9-13 New Yo y~ i 

~~ . rine ~ age Ss . e 9- ef SCO aes 4th International Automation 
Jan. 22-26 .. Miami —— ——- Air Show and ue , Exposition. 
Jan. 25-Feb. 2 Cleveland Great Taine Sted ined Bhentinn FUME 16-2G.......ccorcceceseres Chicago... arenes ~~~" iam Home Furnishings 

é , oe BV CER TAG. ...ccsocccccess ret a : é and 3] ] Market 

Products Show. June 23-27 Boston American Society for Testi 

7 4 - “ve i al or : BD at bc ccvveveveveresseses BLOT. ..nccccecsreveeee ° a =T ‘ nz 
_ 8 | Eee ChICAO.......0..0000 ey oy and 4 aye ‘ woes eset ae and Exhibit 
~ , a . Po el. ee San Francisco......Western Packaging and Materials 
ES ee New York............. — Garden Supply Trade j as ; - Handling Exposition. 

. 5 \ ; . a ee Chicago ....JVational Chemical Exposition 
he 2-6 Chicago oe gy Goods Show. Beet. S0-OR..., nics Philadelphia........13th Instrument-Automation Con 

eb. 3-6 ‘ Chicago : I a : mal 4 uto Accessories ference and Exhibit. 

Feb. 7-16 eens National Boat — Sept. 22-26........cecssossse. San Francisco......Metals and Industrial Minerals 
eb. 7 x 2: NE é 08 on : 
Feb. 21-26 y Miami International Boat Show. Sept. 27-Oct. 1............Chicago ~~ . | + all and Office 
Feb. 28-Mar. 8 Philadelphia Motorboat and Sportsmens Show. B94 Shik PICs ae Equipment Show. 
Mar. 8-16 New York ... Worldwide Travel Show. Oct. 27-31 Cleveland National Metal Congress and 
Mar. 9-15 New York ..Anternational Flower Show. = == —" Exposition. s 
wk Ly tel — a Beauty Show. ov. ee 3 ees Chicago... 3th National Plastics Exposition 
s Sy COO... 0.0-eeevnnne “Sart ° - ’ Ov. 22-25........ *hicago...... th Building Products Exposition 
Mar. 28-31 Philadelphia ane See Furniture Conven- pee. ry scnhecnasisiin Chicago...............Dairy Industries Exposition. 
y: ~Exhibit, une 10- 
pe Seattle aA ea, Pate Interna- Oct. 10, 1968............. Portland..........00... Deonen Centennial Exposition and 
— " ; one fade Frair. nternational Trade Fair. 
oo. > pqeenstenseset , orth rancisco Soe a om al E xposition. July 1-19 vecematthala Chicago ..Chicagoland International Fair 
pr. -17 Chicago esign Engineering Show. and Exposition. 
‘Dates tentative. : 
NOTE: Further information on trade fairs listed is available from the 
Trade Development Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
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British Auto Exhibit 
Shows Industry Stable 


The 42d International Motor Exhibi- 
tion held at Earls Court, London, Oc- 
tober 16-26, was a presentation mainly 
of current production models rather 
than a display of: prototypes of new 
models, a fact which supports the sug- 
gestion that Britain’s major automobile 
producers no longer vie with each other 
to spring last-minute surprises. 

One spokesman for the industry ex- 
pressed the hope that such a new policy 
would help maintain full employment 
during the months following the motor 
show and would stabilize car sales and 
deliveries, adding that new models 
would be introduced as and when mar- 
ket conditions warrant and not be based 
arbitrarily on dated events such as the 
annual motor show. 


Prime Minister Emphasizes Stability 


The matter of stability also was em- 
phasized by the Prime Minister Harold 
Macmillan in his address delivered at 
the formal opening of the motor show. 
On that occasion he said that the pros- 
perity and stability of the British motor 
industry could not be separated or in- 
sulated from the rest of the economy. 
Praising the industry’s export achicve- 
ments, Mr. Macmillan described the 
home market as buoyant and a neces- 
sary base on which a large export mar- 
ket could be built. The shipment of cars 
and chassis valued at well over £100 
million since the beginning of the year 
was, he said, a remarkable achievement, 
this figure being nearly one quarter 
greater than that reached in 1956. 

Improvements in styling and in me- 
chanical and comfort features were 
most obvious changes noted in the new 
models and in the new versions of 
existing lines displayed at the show. 
Tail fins appeared on many of the new 
or restyled vehicles and, in a number 
of instances redesign made the cars 
appear much longer. On the other hand, 
color schemes were more _ restrained 
and harmonious this year than last. 

Automatic transmissions, no longer 
considered a costly accessory, were 
available on about half the production 
models, including several in the low- 
price range. Overdrive was offered with 
some 30 models, and disc brakes, shown 
as extra equipment 4 years ago, now 
are fitted into many standard four- and 
six-seater British cars. 


Buying Was Brisk 

Buying was reported to have been 
very brisk at the show and extremely 
(ncouraging to British car manufac- 


rers. A fair official announced that 
the export orders placed with. domestic 
exhibitors, at a time when the indus- 


+ 


ry’s exports already were at an un- 
(Continued on page 27) 
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British Industry, 


FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 


Commerce Fair 


To Be Staged July 4-19, 1958 


Plans are being made to stage the first British Fair of Industry 
and Commerce at the Belle Vue Gardens, Hyde Road, Manchester, 


July 4-19, 1958. 


This event is to replace the British Industries Fair, the annual 
national exhibition which has become world famous as a showcase of the 
diversified products of Britain’s labor and industry—from heavy ma- 
chinery and industrial equipment to consumer nondurable goods. 


Unlike the BIF, which last year was 
sponsored by the Birmingham Chamber 
of Commerce, the British Fair of Indus- 
try and Commerce is being promoted 
by private enterprise. The sponsors are 
Belle Vue (Manchester) Ltd., owners 
of the property on which the fair is to 
be held. 


66 Acres in Belle Vue Site 

The Belle Vue site consists of 66 
acres of grounds which include zoologi- 
cal gardens, an amusement park, and 20 
acres of adjoining property. The build- 
ings include an exhibition hall; a ball- 
room; three adjacent hotels; and King’s 


Hall, a structure used for concerts, box- 
ing matches, and circuses, and accom- 
modating some 6,000 persons. 

A large project is under way to de- 
velop the Belle Vue facilities as a main 
center for exhibitions and trade fairs 
in the north of England. The exhibition 
hall, measuring 84,000 square feet, is to 
be modernized, and two large new wings 
are to be added to afford when com- 
pleted a total floor space of about 200,- 
000 square feet. The proposed new 
premises will include exhibitors’ lounges, 
restaurants and bars, and an extensive 
parking area. 

The whole or any part of the exhibi- 
tion facilities at Belle Vue will be avail- 
able for booking from early in 1958, 
on application to the Exhibition Office, 
Belle Vue (Manchester) Ltd., Hyde 
Road, Manchester 12, England. 








DRUPA Fair Hours 
Changed 


A change in the schedule of 
the Third International Printing 
and Paper Fair, the DRUPA, to 
be staged at Duesseldorf, Ger- 
many, May 3-16, provides for it to 
be open every day, including Sun- 
days, from 10 a.m, to 5 p.m., ac- 
cording to a report from the man- 
agement. 

An announcement of this fair 
appeared in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, September 16, 1957, page 
39. 











Future Bilbao Trade Fairs 
May Be Internationalized 


The sponsors of the Bilbao Trade Fair 
have stated that every effort is being 
made to have the event become inter- 
national in character. 

This statement was made in an an- 
nouncement at the successful conclusion 
of the fair’s eighth event held August 
11-September 1 

To effect such a change will require 
a basic amendment to the decree of 
May 26, 1943, which governs legislation 
concerning exhibitions and fairs in 
Spain and which presently authorizes 
only two international fairs in that 
country—Barcelona and Valencia. 

Reporting that this year’s fair was a 
financial success, the authorities an- 
nounced net profits of over 3 million 
pesetas (42 pesetas=US$1). With this 
money plus additional funds to be con- 
tributed by the fair’s three principal 
sponsors, the construction of a new 
building is planned. This facility, the 
completion of which is expected in time 
for the 1958 fair, will be devoted exclu- 
sively to the chemical industry's ex- 
hibits. 

Heavy Products Featured 


The fair this year attracted 656 ex- 
hibitors, the majority of which featured 
the products of heavy industry, and 
425,000 visitors. The results of question- 
naires directed to tke exhibitors regard- 
ing sales volume are not yet available, 
but it was confirmed that an unusually 
high number of sates were made at the 
fair. Quite a few participants had sold 
all their products on display within the 
first several days, and one manufacturer 
of industrial saws reported booking 
orders sufficient to account for a whole 
year’s production. 

A considerable number of exhibitors 
have requested more space for their 
stands at the next fair, and reservations 
are being received from firms that did 
not participate this year, the manage- 
ment has reported.—U. S. Consulate, 
Bilbao. 


Asguitten shipments - cattle hides 
during the first 9 months of 1957 to- 
taled 131,000 metric tons, according to 
the Review of the River Plate, the For- 
eign Apvricultural Ser 


vice reports. 
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Devaluation Spurs ... 


(Continued from page 3) 
ernment has also notified the GATT 
parties that it plans to withdraw con- 
cessions on import duties on certain in- 
dustrial items, oils and fats, under Arti- 
cles XXVIII of GATT. 


Cost-of-Living Index 
Increases Further 


The settling of the year-old wage is- 
sue in July and August was a major 
break for the Finnish economy and was 
essential for the adjustment of exchange 
rates that followed. Most labor con- 
tracts entered into by individual unions 
provided only a 1-3 percent rise in 
wages, although the cost-of-living index 
had risen 15 percent since the general 
strike. They did, however, provide for 
two-thirds compensation for future rises 
in the cost-of-living index, taking the 
index of June 1957 (122) as the basis 
for future wage rises. Thus, a 4-percent 
upward wage adjustment is to be made 
when the index reaches 130, and a sec- 
ond increase of 3 percent if it should 
reach 136. 

Ever since the new contracts went 
into effect, the cost-of-living index has 
continued upward. From the June base 
of 122.3, it increased to 125 by August 
and to 126 in September. Post-devalua- 
tion increases in the cost-of-living index 
will naturally follow from the higher 
cost of imported goods in terms of Fin- 
nish marks, as well as from a general 
increase in the domestic price level. 

Some Government experts estimate 
that the devaluation will mean about a 
6-8 percent increase in the general price 
level in the next 6-8 months, The cost- 
of-living index is expected to reach 130 
around December-January, indicating a 
general upward adjustment of wages by 
4 percent at the turn of the year in 
accordance with existing wage agree- 
ments. 


Industrial Production Decline me 
Becomes More Pronounced 


A decline in industrial production, al- 
ready evident the second quarter this 
year, became more pronounced in the 
third quarter. Based on July-August in- 
dexes and estimates of September pro- 
duction, third-quarter output was about 
4 percent lower than for the similar 
period last year. Though it was ex- 
pected that devaluation would have a 
stimulating effect on business activity, it 
has hardly had time to affect production 
as-yet. Business in general tended to 
wait for relaxation of the price freeze, 
and the export industries’ markets for 
1957 were pretty well determined for 
the year. < 

Industries producing for the domestic 
market suffered the worst declines in 
the pre-devaluation period. The overall 
home-market index was about 5 percent 
below that of 1956 by quarterly compar- 
ison, The export industries showed no 


22 


declining tendency in the quarter, but 
production in the pulp and paper in- 
dustries was cut back slightly in late 
October. 

Third-quarter comparisons show chem- 
ical pulp output increased by 3 percent 
over 1956; newsprint by 6 percent, and 
paperboard by about 14 percent. Al- 
though lumber sales were ahead of last 
year, production still lagged and orders 
will have to be filled from stock. Several 
plywood mills closed last spring have re- 
opened, thanks to an upward trend in 
prices, plus the benefits of devaluation. 

Cumulative output for the first 9 
months this year shows an increase over 
1956 for most sectors, but the prolonged 
strike in 1956 distorts comparisons. 
Bearing this in mind, total industrial 
production was still 7.8 percent ahead 
of 1956 at the end of September, with 
exports industries showing an 11-percent 
increase, and home market industries a 
7-percent increase. Reduced to real 
terms, the estimated increase in nation- 
al product will show only about a 1- 
percent increase this year, compared 
with about 6 percent in 1955, 


Activity in Timber Trade 
And Logging Slows 


Activity in the timber trade and log- 
ging, always at its low in the summer 
months, was especially quiet this sum- 
mer because forest owners held off in 
anticipation of a rise in stumpage prices 
in the event of devaluation. While tim- 
ber felled from June through September 
was higher than in the preceding sum- 
mer? this was due to fellings on unem- 
ployment works and does not reflect 
activity in the timber market. It is not 
until the annual State timber auctions 
held in September each year that the 
timber market picks up. This auction, 
at which the Government sells sawmill 


logs from state-owned forests for de. 
livery during the coming winter, indi- 
cates the trend of prices for timber. 
This year the auction assumed special 
significance when the Board of Forestry 
postponed it apparently in anticipation 
of devaluation. 

The auction was held in October, fol- 


‘lowing devaluation, and resulted in a 


price rise of 25 percent, compared with 
prices at the similar auction a year ago. 
Volume of timber sold also set a “new 
record. The conclusion to be drawn is 
that the lumber trade, at least, expects 
a fairly good year, as indicated by the 
competition for raw material.’ While 
little pulpwood is sold at the auction, 
this market usually follows the auction 
trend. This should improve employment 
in logging this winter, and forest own- 
ers, which means mostly farmers, have 
thus far been one of the groups to gain 
most from devaluation.—U. S, Embassy, 
Helsinki, 





Federation of ... 


(Continued from page 17) 

and Coluny Governments to promote 
economic development include estab- 
lishment of a joint Federation-Singa- 
pore Industrial Research Institute and 
a polytechnic institute in Singapore. 
The latter when completed in 1958 will 
offer complete courses in all branches 
of engineering, science, building, and 
commerce. 

Interested firms or individuals are 
invited to consult with the Singapore 
Industrial Promotion Board, Singapore 
1, and fer the Federation of Malaya, 
with the Industry Development Divi- 
sion, Ministry of Commerce and Indus- 
try, Kuala Lumpur, concerning the pos- 
sibility of setting up new enterprises 
or of investing in already established 
concerns. 











A Directory of 


1 


and investors. 





—————EEE7 























FOREIGN DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATIONS 
for TRADE and INVESTMENT | 
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A by-country listing of government, semi- 
government, and private organizations in 


foreign countries offering informational 
and promotional services to world traders 


Published by the Bureau of Foreign Commerce. 
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TRANSPORTATION AND UTILITIES 





Improvment of Inland 


Studies are being carried out in Ar- 
gentina by a Commission, composed of 
representatives of the Ministry of 
Transport’s National Bureau of Mer- 
chant Marine and Ports, of the area 
along the Upper Parana River between 
the ports of Corrientes and Iguazu, 
to determine the importance of its ex- 
isting docking facilities. 

Shipping interests in the area have 
impressed upon the Commission the 
importance of carrying out necessary 
work in connection with transport by 
river of the region’s products, espe- 
cially in the ports of El Dorado, Santa 
Ana, Libertador General San Martin, 
and Iguazu. It is hoped that construc- 
tion of roads leading to the docks will 
benefit greatly outlets for the area’s 
produce. Work on enlargement of port 
installations igs already under way at 
Santa Ana, the yerba mate region. 

The Commission also is studying the 
problem of the rapids of Apipe and 
Caraya, Which are obstacles to naviga- 
tion in the Parana River because they 
only permit passage of craft of 100 tons. 
Two plans are considered — construc- 
tion of a canal or leveling of the rapids. 
Once a free passage is assured in that 
area the Parana River will be navigable 
at all times up to Iguazu and will there- 
by benefit the entire river area, as well 
as travel and the national economy 
because of the difference between rail- 
way and river freight rates.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Buenos Aires. 


























Shore Radar Installations 
Planned for River Scheldt 


In an effort to increase safety of 
navigation from the North Sea to Ant- 
werp, Belgium, experiments are being 
conducted with shore-based radar in- 
stallations on both shores of the River 
Wester Scheldt. 

Two experimental installations have 
been established, one at Rilland-Bath 
on the Netherlands shore and the other 
at Frederikspolder on the Belgian side, 
A daily average of 80 seagoing vessels 
and a Jarge number of inland craft pass 
these points, where the fareway in the 
river is very narrow and dangerous in 
loggy weather. 

The experiments, which will last about 
6 months, are being carried out by 
the Belgian pilot authorities with assist- 
ance of their Netherlands colleagues, 
Who already have gained experience 
With a ehain of shore-based radar in- 
Stallations on the waterway from the 
North Sea to Rotterdam.—U. S. Con- 
Sulate General, Rotterdam. 
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Rehabilitation of Pacific Railway 


Argentine Ports Urged Complete, Serves Northwest Mexico 


Ferrocarril del Pacifico of Mexico in November celebrated comple- 
tion of its rehabilitation program undertaken in the past 3 years. 

Transformation from the state of near-abandonment which existed 
when the railroad was acquired by the Mexican Government 6 years 
ago was completed in 11% years less time than was originally estimated. 
would be required for the undertaking. 


The 1,751 kilometers, or 1,095 miles, 
of track connecting Nogales, State of 
Sonora, and Guadalajara, Jalisco, have 
been replaced with new 100-pound rails 
of Canadian origin. The entire right- 
of-way has been renewed—new cross- 
ties, ballast, changes to reduce some 
gradients, improved drainage facilities, 
etc. Work on#some bridges.on the line 
will not be completed until next year. 

At the same time 63 diesel-electric 
locomotives and 1,394 new freight cars 
were acquired to replace the old steam 
locomotives. 


Cost of the rehabilitation program 
was in excess of 1,025,642,000 pesos, or 
US$82,051,360. The project was financed 
in part by a credit of $5 million from 
the Export-Import Bank and a $61- 
million credit from the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment authorized in 1954. 


Road Provides Fast Service 
In Undeveloped Regions 


Ferrocarril del Pacifico is now in 
condition to make a substantial contri- 
bution to the further economic develop- 
ment of Northwest Mexico. Not only 
will it provide a fast and efficient means 
of transporting to U. S. and Canadian 
markets such products as tomatoes 
and cotton, but through its connection 
at Guadalajara with National Railways 
of Mexico, it will carry these and 
other products, such as wheat, rice7and 
sugar, to important Mexican markets. 

With its improved passenger accom- 
modations Pacifico expects to carry an 
increasing number of American tourists 
from the West Coast to resorts along 
its line and to those beyond served 
by National Railways. It now has a 
daily 38-hour pullman service from 
Nogales to Guadalajara. 


The Pacifico Railway serves an area 
of approximately 400,000 square kil- 
ometers, or approximately 20 percent 
of the Mexican territory, including the 
northeastern part of Lower California, 
the States of Sonora and Sinaloa, the 
northwestern part of the State of 
Jalisco, and the western parts of Chi- 
huahua and Durango. 

The area is underpopulated, partic- 
ularly as compared with the central 
mesa of Mexico. Its further development 
undoubtedly will result in increased 





internal migration into this “frontier” 
area. 

Northwest Mexico has extensive areas 
of fertile land,;-~an abundant water po- 
tential, and a climate which, although 
generally very warm, is suitable for a 
wide variety of Crops. It also has a 
considerable - hydroelectric potential.— 
U. S. Consulate, Guadalajara. 

t diteincdin 


Panagra To Install 
Navigation Stations 


The Argentine Government has ap- 
proved the signing of a contract between 
the Ministry of Aeronautics and Pan 
American Grace Airways for installa- 
tion of a chain of seven VOR (Visual 
Omni-Range) air navigation stations 
along the airline’s route from Chile to 
Buenos Aires. 


The stations will be located at Ezeiza, 
the international airport of Buenos 
Aires; Malargue; Mendoza; Cordoba; 
Tucuman; Villa Reynolds; and Junin. 

Under the contract the Argentine. 
Government will operate the facilities, 
which will be available to all parties. 

Panagra will provide the installations 
and have supervision of them and main- 
tenance of equipment for the first 2 
years, after which they will be turned 
over to the Air Ministry. 

The contract also provides for train- 
ing in the United States of all necessary 
personnel, for both Panagra and the Air 
Ministry, for operation and maintenance 
of equipment. 

Upon installation of the equipment 
Argentina will initiate modernization of 
means of communication for air navi- 
gation. The communications network 
covers Panagra’s routes from Buenos 
Aires to Santiago, Chile, via Mendoza, 
and from Buenos Aires to Antofagasta 
and Lima via Cordoba and Tucuman 
and can be expanded to cover all parts 
of the country at any future time—vU, S. 
Embassy, Buenos Aires. 











A technical and economic study of 
a proposed electrification project in 
Ambato, Tungurahua Province, Ecuador, 
is to be undertaken under a contract 
signed between a U. S. firm and the 
Reconstruction Commission for the 
Ambato area.—U, S. Embassy, Quito. 
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Port Durban Congestion Continues 


Durban Harbor, on Natal Bay, Union of South Africa, has not 
been able for the past month to handle expeditiously its increased 
volume of shipping and congestion shows little signs of abating. Ships 
are held up- an average of 1 to 2 days for lack of working berths. 
They are not held outside the harbor, as during the Suez ‘crisis, but 


are temporarily tied up at the Bluff 
or other nonworking berths. 

In the year ended March 30, the 
harbor handled 1,913,000 tons of geni- 
eral cargo landed and 497,000 tons 
loaded, In the 7 months from April 1 
to October 31 inbound general cargo 
amounted to 1,200,000 tons and out- 
bound cargo 364,000 tons, an increase 
of almost 40 percent, and the rate of 
increase shows little indication of 
diminishing. 

A number of factors are involved 
in the harbor congestion but the basic 
difficulty is that the Port of Durban 
has not been developed or equipped to 
handle the increased volume of traffic. 

Representatives of the Conference 
Lines have met with railway and harbor 
officials to discuss possible ways of 
improving the position, Several physical 
changes, notably the rebuilding of E 
shed and transfer of the whaling com- 
pany to Salisbury Island, are under way 
but are proceeding at a leisurely pace, 
that is, there is no overtime or holiday 
work. In the meantime these projects 


are further restricting the  port’s 
capacity. 
Another difficulty is the seasonal 


shortage of native labor. This is not 
important at this time, but if the Gov- 
ernment proceeds with its proposed 
meastires to remove the natives’ bar- 
racks from the dock area, it may become 
a serious factor. Skilled European labor 
is also in shict supply and the authori- 
ties apparently do not believe it feasible 
to introduce 24-hour 7-day operations 
because the amount of overtime the 
workers will accept is limited. 

The prohibition on the use of ships’ 





New Shipyard Opens for 
Service in East Pakistan 


A new shipyard which is to play a 
vital role in the development of East 
Pakistan’s inland waterway transport 
system was inaugurated at Khulna in 
November. 

The project, initiated by the Pak- 
istant Industrial Development Corpo- 
ration 4 years ago, has been completed 
at a cost of 23 million yupees. 

The new yard provides modern facil- 
ities for construction of vessels of up 
to 750 dead weight tons and for re- 
pair of all types of river craft, includ- 
ing oceangoing freighters engaged in 
transport of jute, passing through the 
Chalna anchorage.—U. 8. Consulate, 
Dacca. 
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gear to handle cargo has been reluctant- 
ly and temporily lifted, and this may 
help.—U, S. Consulate, Durban, 





New Argentine Line 
To Fly to Miami 


The Argentine Government has au- 
thorized Aerolineas-INI & CIA, S.A., a 
newly formed private Argentine airline, 
to carry passengers, cargo, and mail 
between Buenos. Aires and Miami, and 
between Buenos Aires agd Caracas, 
Venezuela. 


On both routes, technical stops will 
be made in Santiago and Antofagasta, 
Chile, and commercial stops in Lima, 
Guayaquil, and Panama. Aerolineas INI 
plans to operate four times a month to 
Miami and twice to Caracas. 


The new airline has no equipment, 
but plans to purchase two or three DC-4 
Skymasters or two or three DC-6A air- 
craft. The company may seek financing 
for its aircraft purchasing program, as 
well as for other parts of its operations, 
and will shortly request a permit from 
the U. S. Government to operate to 
Miami.—U. S. Embassy, Buenos Aires. 





Portuguese Airline Drops 
Semiweekly African Run 


Pending results of an official investi- 
gation, Transportes Aereos Portugueses’ 
semiweekly African service has been in- 
definitely suspended, it has been an- 
nounced. 

TAP’s service, which utilized three 
Constellations in linking Lisbon, Lou- 
renco Marques, and Luanda and included 
a refuelling stop at Kano, has been 
severely crippled by engine breakdowns 
for the past 6 months, 

As a substitute for TAP flights the 
Portuguese Department of Civil Aero- 
nautics has granted Pan American Air- 
ways and SABENA the temporary right 
to carry passengers, cargo, and mail 
between Lisbon and the Oversea Af- 
rican Provinces. As Pan American has 
not been authorized to land at Luanda 
or Lourenco Marques, passengers and 
cargo to and from Lisbon will be trans- 
ferred at Leopoldville and Johannes- 
burg. 

The director of Divisao de Transportes 
Aereos, the Angloan Government air- 
line, is studying the adequacy of pres- 
ently available service between Luanda 
and Leopoldville/Brazzaville, now con- 
sisting of weekly round-trip flights by 


— 


Argentine Powerplant 
To Be Tide-Driven 


Study of a 600,000-kilowatt electric 
powerplant in Valdes Peninsula, Chubut 
Province, Argentina, which would utilize 
the rise and fall of the heavy Patagon- 
ian tides for generation of power is 
provided for in a contract signed on 
November 11 by the Argentine National 
Energy Administration with the French 
firm Societe Grenobliose d’Etudes et 
d’Aplications Hydraulique Sogreash, 


Cost of the study is given as £39,280, 
or US$109,984, payable in French francs 
or any other currency of the Paris Club 
countries. 

Valdes Peninsula lies between the 
42d and 43d parallels and the 63d and 
64th meridians, south of San Matias 
Gulf. Tides in Valdes Peninsula have a 
S-hour cycle between high and low 
points on each side of the 6-kilometer 
isthmus. High tide on one coast is 
almost simultaneous with low tide on 
the other. 

The National Energy Administration 
estimates that such high tides almost 
in opposition within a short. distance 
offer exceptional possibilities for powe 
utilization.—_U. S,. Embassy, Buenos 
Aires, 


TWA Service to Egypt 
Via Germany Inaugurated 


Trans World Airlines has inaugurated 
its long-projected service between the 
United States and Egypt via German) 

The new TWA “Jetstream” will fly 
once weekly in each direction over 
the route New York-Frankfurt-Rome- 
Athens-Cairo. 

Establishment of this service by TWA 
follows the amendment announced in 
August of the 1946 air-transport agree- 
ment between the United States and 
Egypt, which added routes traversing 
the United Kingdom and Germany to 
those already authorized for use by) 
American carriers serving Egypt. 

As the United Kingdom has not au- 
thorized TWA to land flights destined 
for points beyond Germany, the new 
TWA service to Egypt does not in- 
clude the United Ringsom.— VU. S. Em- 
bassy, Cairo. 








DTA, flying DC-3’s; SABENA, using 
DC-4’s; and Air France, with DC-4’s 
If the study reveals sufficient traffic, 
DTA will schedule an additional weekl 
DC-3 flight, possibly Luanda-Brazza- 
ville-Luanda on Tuesday. An additional 
flight would require modification of the 
internal flight pattern at least until 
delivery of additional aircraft now on 
order. Five flights a week between Leo- 
poldville and Lisbon are now operating 
two by Pan American and three b) 
SABENA.—U. S. Consulate, Luanda. 
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TRAVEL AND COMMUNICATIONS 








Austrian Telegraph 
Report Available 


The Oesterreichischen Post und 
Telegraphenverwaltung, a Ger- 
man language annual business re- 
port of the Austrian Post and 
Telegraph Administration for 1956, 
is available for review in the Com- 
munications Division, Business and 
Defense Services Administration, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, ~ 
by anyone calling that office. 

The report consists of a short 
review of the over-all perform- 
ances, organization, legislation and 
personnel matters, tariffs and fi- 
nancial account, detailed descrip- 
tion of performances in the var- 
ious fields of activity, and charts 
and tables—U. S. Embassy, 
Vienna. 














Motel in Antwerp 
To Be Ready in ‘58 


The only motel in Antwerp, to be 
built by a local bus company in a north- 
ern suburb, is expected to be completed 
before the 1958 exhibition in Brussels, 
Belgium, which opens in April. 

The firm purchased a plot of land 
totaling about 17,000 square meters. The 
city, in giving its approval, pointed out 
that it would be interesting if this large 
area would not only serve the purpose 
of one company but would also serve as 
a social center. 

The Lutchbal, as the establishment 
will be called, will have 72 rooms, a 
garage for 200 tourist cars, a service 
station, and 6,000 square meters of 
parking space for heavy trucks. The 
motel will have four floors containing 
72 rooms with baths. Each room will 
have two beds and a_ transformable 
couch, The garage will shelter 200 cars. 
A large tavern and a restaurant with 
accommodations for 80 persons will be 
installed on the ground floor. Room 
service also will be available. 

The heavy trucks which now are 
parked on the streets, and aboard which 
drivers sleep, will be parked in an area 
of 6,000 square meters entirely enclosed 
and guarded, and the drivers will sleep 
in the motel. The service station will 
be open day and night. The company’s 
buses also will be parked there and a 
number of the firm’s offices will be near 
the motel. Ample transportation to the 
city will be provided: streetcars and 
buses will stop in front of the entrance 
every 5 minutes—-U. S. Consulate, 
Antwerp, 
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Tourist Company in 
Colombia Approved 


Establishment of a semiofficial tourist 
company, the Empresa Colombiana de 
Turismo, with headquarters in Bogota 
and an authorized capitalization of 20 
million pesos (6 pesos=$1) was approved 
by the Military Junta of Colombia in 
October. The most important function 
of this entity is to promote the develop- 
ment of Colombia’s tourist industry and 
the following important provisions are 
included in the decree: 

@ Title to all hotels now built or 
under construction which are in the 
name of the National Government will 
pass to the new company. 


@ No taxes on dividends, income, or 
patrimony of the company will be im- 
posed for a period of 10 years. 

@ Special monthly taxes will be im- 
posed upon private hotels and tourist 
agencies. and the latter will be required 
to subscribe to the company’s captaliza- 
tion. Moreover, beginning January 1, 
1958, a 5-percent tax on international 
travel will be imposed on all air and 
surface transport companies. Revenue 
from all these taxes is to be placed in 
a fund devoted to tourist development. 

@ Income and dividend tax exemption 
is given to certain types of hotel con- 
struction, provided that the investors 
purchase 50 percent of the value of 
these taxes in the company’s stock. 

Approximately one-third of the cap- 
italization will be paid in by ACOTEL 
(Association Colombiana de Hoteles) and 
the remainder will be subscribed by the 
National Government, departments, mu- 
nicipalities, hotels, and tourist agencies. 
The tourist entity will undertake to: 
issue publicity releases relating to tour- 
ist locales and opportunities; compile a 
“census” of Colombian sites of interest; 
recommend proposals for the reorgan- 
ization of port and customhouse facil- 
ities to simplify tourist entry proce- 
dures; and construct hotels, inns, and 
roads around and within tourist sites.— 
U. S. Embassy, Bogota. 


Tourists Visit Portugal 
In Increasing Numbers 


Tourists visiting Portugal in the first 
9 months of 1957 exceeded by 11 per- 
cent those in the like period of 1956. 
The gain in the latter period over that 
of 1955 was 16 percent. 

The number of U. S. travelers (29,- 
805) in 1957 was only slightly larger 
than the number (28,228) who arrived 
last year. Other foreign travelers in 
Portugal included: British (17,278); 
French (47,007); and German (9,882)— 
all showing a marked increase over 1956 





arrivals, However, the number of 
Spanish visitors (59,988) showed a 
decrease. 


Guatemalan Tourism 
Promotion Discussed 


Representatives of the airline com- 
panies operating in Guatemala met 
recently to discuss the progress of tour- 
ism in Guatemala and means of promot- 
ing its development. 

The group made the following sug- 
gestions to the Guatemalan Tourist Bu- 
reau for measures to be taken by both 
private enterprise and the Government 
to stimulate tourism: 

@ Tourism in Guatemala should be 
declared by Government decree to be a 
basic national industry and thus granted 
all assistance needed for its develop- 
ment. 


@ Use of tourist cards should be abol- 
ished for U. S. citizens and replaced 
with landing cards, since the income 
obtained from the tourist card is insig- 
nificant in relation to benefits obtained 
from tourists’ expenditures in Guate- 
mala. This special facility should also 
be extended to other nationalities as 
rapidly as possible. 

@ Guatemalan consulates should prow 
mote the flow of tourists to Guatemala 
and, for this purpose, establish closer 
collaboration with the airlinés., 


@ A publicity campaign should be 
undertaken and financed by contribu- 
tions from private entities as well as 
from the Government. 

@ All immigration and customs offi- 
cials at the airport should wear uni- 
forms and be instructed as to the im- 
portance of tourism and the attention 
that should be given to visitors to 
Guatemala. 

@ Travel agents affiliated with the 
International Air Transport Association 
should be treated as special delegates 
of tourism and they should be requested 
to report on their activities upon their 
return from any trips undertaken in 
the capacity of travel agents. 

@ The Government of Guatemala, 
through the Guatemalan Tourist Bureau, 
should make known to the Guatemalan 
people the importance of increased 
tourism. 

@® A discount of at least 50 percent 
should be obtained from hotels and sur- 
face transport companies in favor of 
special guests invited by the airlines 
and in favor of airline employees and 
their relatives visiting Guatemala. 

@ An airmail stamp on the subject 
of tourism should be issued. 

@ At least 20 percent of the landing 
fees obtained from the airlines should 
be allocated to the improvement of the 
airport and other tourist facilities. 

@ All public and private entities inter- 
ested in tourism should be requested to 
collaborate in tourism development. 

@ The Hotel Development Law should 

(Continued on page 27) 
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WORLD TRADE PUBLICATIONS 





Ten BFC Reports Are Issued 


Listed below are ten new reports published by the Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce in the World Information Service—known as WTIS. 
These reports give facts and figures gathered by the U. S. Foreign 
Service for American traders and investors. 

Copies may be purchased from the nearest U. S. Department of 
Commerce Field Office (see list on page 2) or from the U. S. Govern- 
ment Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 


——tLiving Conditions in italy. 
WTIS, part 2, No. 57-110. 12 pp. 10 
cents. 


Gives data applicable to U. S. firms 
engaged in or contemplating operations 
in Italy and to commercial travelers or 
temporary residents. This detailed re- 
port discusses entrance and residence 
requirements, customs procedures, for- 
eign exchange regulations, and the cost 
of living (housing facilities, hotel ac- 
commodations, house furnishings, do- 
mestic help, food, clothing, operation 
of automobile, and miscellaneous sup- 
plies and services). Also contains infor- 
mation on health conditions, medical 
facilities, churches, schools, banks, rec- 
reational facilities, transportation, com- 
munications, utilities, treaty rights, and 
government’ representation. 


——tLicensing and Exchange Con- 
trols . . . Afghanistan. WTIS, part 
2, No. 57-117. 4 pp. 10 cents. Super- 
cedes part 2, No. 55-10, issued January 
1955. 


Discusses Afghanistan’s import, ex- 
port, and exchange controls, as well as 
U. S. export, import, and other controls. 


——tLicensing and Exchange Con- 
trols . . . Saudi Arabia. WT/S, part 
2, No. 57-119. 4 pp. 10 cents. 


Controls over trade of Saudi Arabia, 
through licensing and exchange regu- 
lations, are reported in ¢etail. “All 
goods imported into Saudi Arabia re- 
quire an import license,” the report 
states. A summary is also given of 
controls used by the United States on 
exports and imports. 


Marking and Labeling Re- 
quirements of the Netherlands. 
WTIS, part 2, No. 57-118. 2 pp. 10 
cents. 





Gives general rules on marking 
groups of commodities as well as spe- 
cific regulations for individual com- 
modities. Reports the penalties for in- 
fringement. 


——Patent and Trademark Regu- 
lations of Taiwan. WTI/S, part 2, No. 
57-116. 4 pp. 10 cents. 


Presents up-to-date and pertinent in- 
formation on the kinds of industrial 
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property rights in Taiwan and their 


protection. 





Preparing Shipments to Peru. 
WTIS, part 2, No. 57-114. 8 pp. 
10 cents. 


This report describes in considerable 
detail the documents needed when 
sending shipments by surface or air 


transport to Peru or when using the 
mails. It discusses consular legalization 
requirements and costs and tells how 
shipping documents may be corrected. 


Also covered are regulations applica- 
ble to the importation of samples and 
advertising matter, whether sent or car- 
ried; entry and warehousing of imported 
goods and treatment of transit mer- 
chandise; conditions pertinent to aban- 
doned and re-exported goods; and cus- 
toms procedures, such as fines and pen- 
alties, appeals and claims, and advanced 
rulings on customs classification. 





Preparing Shipments to the 
Union of South Africa. WTI/S, part 
2, No. 57-115. 8 pp. 10 cents. 


Covers not only the Union of South 
Africa but also the territory of South 
West Africa, a mandate of the union, 
in reporting the documents needed, la- 
beling and marking, entry and ware- 
housing, and customs procedures. Re- 


produces the prescribed form of invoice, 
including both the certificate of value 
and origin. 


—World Trade Review as of Oc- 
tober 1957. WTIS, part 3, No. 57- 
42. 12 pp. 20 cents. 


This statistical summary of the for- 
eign trade of the free-world countries, 
as of October 1957, indicates that, in 
contrast with widening export surpluses 
in the merchandise trade of the United 
States and the Federal Republic of 
Germany, the trade deficits of North- 
west Europe, Canada, and Japan tend- 


ed to increase significantly in the first 
half of 1957. 


—Foreign Trade of Japan, 
1955-56, WTIS, part 3, No. 57-44. 
8 pp. 20 cents. 


Presents in 8 tables the important 
aspects of Japanese foreign trade. Ja- 
pan’s trade for 1955 and 1956, by prin- 
cipal countries and principal commodi- 
ties, is shown in tables 2-6, and annual 
statistics for total trade and trade with 
the United States for 1936-38 and 1946- 
56 are given in table 1. Principal items 
in trade with the U. S. are presented in 
tables 7 and 8. . 


— foreign Trade of Indonesia, 
1955-56. WTIS, part 3, No. 57-45. 
4 pp. 20 cents. 


Gives a statistical summary (in 8 
tables) of the important aspects of In- 
donesia’s foreign trade, including the 
value of Indonesian trade, total and 
with the United States, for 1936-38 and 
1946-56. Trade for 1955-56, by principal 
countries and principal commodities, is 
given and two tables show the principal 
items in trade with the United States. 


eee ee ee SO eS Be SK SO SS SSS SS SS SKS SSK CSO BS Bees eee eee ee he Bee ew ee 


World Trade Information Service Order Form 


oe =o ghee Se dL ibeinsliibilibaa individual WTIS reports 
checked on the above list. 
Also enclosed is $.................. for which please enter my subscription for 


the following part(s) of the WTIS. 


(] Part 1—Economic Reports. 

[] Part 2—Operations Reports. 
[] Part 3—Statistical Reports. 

[] Part 4—Utilities Abroad. 


eee Pee PCP eee eee reer rr iT) 


$6 a year ($8.50 to foreign address). 
$6 a year ($8.50 to foreign address). 
$6 a year ($7.50 to foreign address). 
$3 a year ($4.00 to foreign address). 


CORR eee ROE OE EE OEETEORE DEES EEEEE EEE EE ESET SEEEEE ESTE EEE EEE SEES 


Mail to the nearest U. S. Department of Commerce Field Office, or to the Superintendent 


of Documents, U. 


S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. Enclose check or 


money order payable to the Superintendent of Documents, 
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Latin American Exchange Rates 


NOTE: Quotations are based on selling rates, in units of foreign currency per dollar. The oy 
quetzal, the Panamanian baiboa, and the Cuban peso are linked to the dollar at 1 to 1; the 









so of the Dominican Republic, the Guatemalan 
aitian gourde is fixed at 5 gourdes to a dollar. 


































































































Average rate 
Unit 
Country quoted Type of exchange 
> 1955 1956 1957 
(annual) (annual) August 
Argentina........| Peso Official 118.00 18.00 18.00 
; * Free 134.48 35.16 43.55 
Bolivia..............| Boliviano........... Free... 302.75 7,920.00 8,700.00 
Bradil®.....cccccocee Cruzeiro Official 18.82 18.82 18.82 
Free.......... 75.40 74.72 76.87 
Ci ecnccctateecvens PeS0..........0.-| Bankers’ free 502.00 660.00 
Brokers’ free 534.00 738.00 
Colombia**...... NE: TE RE Meme niee, 5.00 
EE TEER. SER TRAE A ES, eg ae A RN 5285 
Costa Rica....... Colon....... 5.67 5.67 5.67 
6.65 6.65 6.65 
Ecuador... ae 15.15 15.15 15.15 
17.41 18.50 17.25 
El Salvador.....| Colon..... 2.50 2.50 2.50 
Honduras......... Lempira........... 2.02 2.02 2.02 
MeRI60.nn-.-nccais | PPOBO...-..ccrcccccenss| FF! 12.51 12.51 12.50 
Nicaragua........ Cordoba............ 76.00 7.05 7.05 
7.32 7.75 7.75 
ag ERR ig ON EI PR a re ee meres eee 
POPU......cs0ngy Sol Exchange certificate............. 19.00 19.00 19.00 
Free 19.18 19.06 19.10 
Uruguay... 5 eR ee Ae sieving caccianies 2.10 2.10 
Free certificate 4.11 4.11 
Free... 3.39 3.90 4.11 
Venezuela........| Bolivar.......:...] Free....... 3.35 3.35 3.35 


























Latest available quotations 
Approximate Date 
Rate equivalent in 1957 
U. S. currency 
18.00 .0556 Nov. 29 
37.95 .0264 Do. 
8,640.00 .00012 Do. 
18.82 .0531 Do. 
93.50 .0107 Do. 
693.00 .00144 Do. 
739.00 -00135 Do. 
5.09 .1964 Nov. 8 
6.16 -1623 Do. 
5.67 .1764 Nov. 29 
6.65 .1504 Do. 
15.15 .0660 Nov. 20 
16.19 -0618 Do. 
2.50 -4000 Nov. 29 
2.02 .4950 Do. 
12.50 -0800 Do 
7.05 .1418 Do 
7.75 .1290 Do 
110.00 0091 Do 
19.00 0526 Do 
19.25 0519 Do. 
2.10 4762 Do 
4.11 2435 Do. 
4.35 2298 Do 
3.35 2985 Do 

















(For explanation of rates, see notes in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, April 8, 1957, p. 17.) 

iOfficial rate went into effect on October 28, 
1955. Free market rate did not become opera- 
tive until November 3, 1955 (see Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, November 14, 1955, p. 2). 

Par value changed from 5 to 7 cordobas 
per dollar, effective July 1, 1955. 





*Brazil renewed auctions of dollars on Sept. 
22, 1957, with categories reduced from five 
to two—general and special. Average rates on 
Nov. 16 in the Rio de Janeiro auction were 
58.70 general and 185.00 special (cruzeiros per 
dollar). 


**New exchange regulations adopted June 
17, 1957. Certificates replace former official 
rete. Dollars made free for non-trade remit- 
tances. 


***Paraguay moved to a free exchange sys- 
tem on August 12, 1957. A single, freely fluc- 
tuating rate prevails for all imports. 





Missions Find . . . 
(Continued from page 15) 


Foreign Service Plays 
Significant Role 


Both of the previous trade missions 
to India were impressed by the activi- 
ties of the Foreign’ Service in promot- 
ing two-way trade between India and 
the United States, Extremely competent 
assistance and participation by the Em- 
bassy and consulate personnel were of 
primary significance in furthering the 
objectives of the trade mission program. 
Almost precision-like scheduling and 
timing is essential to a mission’s suc- 
cess; in each case this was admirably 
achieved in India, primarily the result 
of actions by the commercial officers in 
the various posts throughout India. 

Because of the large number of dis- 
cussions generated and the widely di- 
versified character of commodities in- 
volved, it was thought advisable to ana- 
lyze the developmental results of tHe 
mission’s activities in these two major 
categories, This is particularly perti- 
nent .at this time because a sufficient 
interval has elapsed since the mission 
made its contacts in India for most of 
the significant developments to have 
been evaluated and reported; moreover, 
this collation comes at a time when we 
are working on our preliminary plan- 
ning for the Spring 1958 Mission to 
Delhi, 

F, Preston Forbes, Director, Interna- 
tional Trade Development Division, Of- 
fice of Trade Promotion, U. S. Depart- 
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ment of Commerce, was the leader of 
the 1957 mission and Harold K. Cherry, 
Manager, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Office in Portland, Oreg., 
was deputy leader. Members from in- 
dustry were: F. H. V. Mecklenburg, 
president, H. E. Botzow, Inc., New York, 
N. Y.; Eugene M. Lang, president, Re- 
sources & Facilities Corp., New York, 
N. Y.; Egil E. Krogh, president and gen- 
eral manager, Sibley, Lindsay & Curr 
Co., Rochester, N. Y.; and Robert W. 
Kerr, vice president, American Machine 
& Foundy Co., New York, N. Y. 

Emil Schnellbacher, Director, Office 
of Intelligence and Services, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, was the leader of 
the 1955 mission and Prentiss M. Terry, 
Field Office Manager at Large, Office 
of the Field Services, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, was deputy leader. Mem- 
bers from industry were: Francis A. 
Mojo, vice-president, Galatex Co., Inc., 
New York, N. Y.; S. J. Hindle, general 
agent, American President Lines, Los 
Angeles, Calif.; A. A. Sibbald, general 
agent, Sears Roebuck & Co., Chicago, 
Il; and F. H. V. Mecklenburg, presi- 
dent, H, E, Botzow, Inc., New York, 
1 ie 





U. S. exports of cotton linters, mostly 
chemical qualities, were 30,000 bales 
(500 pounds gross) during September 
1957, up considerably from exports of 
18,000 bales in August, although slightly 
under the exports of 31,000 bales in 
September 1956, the Foreign Agricul- 
tural Service reports. 








British Auto .. . 


(Continued from page 21) 
precedented level, would represent a 
shipping problem for the British manu- 
facturers. To assure prompt deliveries, 
it was necessary to arrange for an extra 
ship a week to North America during 
the next year to meet demands of those 
markets alone. 

Total paid admissions at the 1957 
motor show were reported as 483,427, 
a figure only slightly less than that 
registered last year. Foreign visitors 
numbered 16,775, according to the man- 
agement. 


Copies of the official catalog of the 
42d International Motor Exhibition, to- 
gether with related descriptive litera- 
ture, are available on loan from the 
Trade Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


Guatemalan Tourism ... 


(Continued from page 25) 
be expanded, principally in regard to 
the period of exemptions from payment 
of taxes, so as to attract Guatemala 
capital to build and operate hotels of 
300 rooms and more. 

@ The Government should undertake 
to put into effect the proposal made by 
the Food and Agricultural Organiza- 
tion regarding the breeding of fish in 
Lakes Atitlan and Amatitlan for sport 
fishing purposes.—U, S. Embassy, Guate- 
mala, 
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COMMODITY NEWS 





Natural Rubber Use, 
Output Show Drop 


World production of natural rubber 
amounted to 160,000 long tons in Octo- 
ber 1957, compared with 167,500 tons 
in October 1956, the Business and De- 
fense Services Administration, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, reports. 


Output in the first 10 months of this 
year was estimated at 1.56 million tons, 
against 1.53 million tons in the corre- 
sponding period a year ago. 

World consumption of natural rubber 
was placed at 155,000 tons in October 
1957, compared with 162,500 tons in 
October 1956. In the first 10 months of 
1957 consumption was 1,575,000 tons, 
and in the like period of 1956, 1,577,500 
tons. Estimated imports into Russia and 
‘ Communist China included in these fig- 
ures totaled 8,400 tons in October 1957, 
15,350 tons in October 1956, 161,750 tons 
in January-October 1957, and 163,650 
tons in January-October 1956. 

World synthetic-rubber production and 
consumption, excluding iron-curtain 
countries for which data are not avail- 
able, were estimated at 117,500 tons 
each in October 1957. October 1956 out- 
put was 99,696 tons and consumption 
107,500 tons. In the first 10 months of 
this year, production totaled 1,025,000 
tons, and consumption 1,050,000 tons, 
while in the corresponding period of 


Leather Shoe Production 
In India Falls Behind 


Indian leather footwear production in 
May amounted to 496,400 pairs, a sharp 
drop from the 690,000 pairs produced 
in April but higher than the 487,000 
pairs made in May 1956. 

Included in the May output were 
285,300 pairs of “Western” type foot- 
wear and 211,100 pairs of native types, 
compared with 389,400 pairs of Western 
and 300,600 pairs of native types in 
April, and 259,100 pairs of Western 
shoes and 227,900 pairs Indian type 
footwear in May 1956. 

Leather footwear production in the 
first 5 months of 1957 totaled 1,746,400 
pairs Western type shoes and 1,320,000 
pairs of Indian types, In 1956, monthly 
production averaged 301,700 pairs West- 
ern and 242,000 pairs native footwear. 





1956 the figures were 1,011,187 tons and 
942,500, respectively. 

World consumption of natural and 
synthetic rubber totaled 2,625,000 tons 
in the first 10 months of 1957, compared 
with 2,520,000 tons in the like period of 
1956. Consumption in the United States 
increased 3.2 percent to 1,243,356 tons 
from 1,204,836 tons, while consumption 
in foreign countries, excluding Russia 
and Communist China, rose 5.9 percent 
to 1,219,894 from 1,151,514 tons. 





Plant in Uruguay Begins 
Manufacture of Burlap 


The first manufacturing plant in 
Uruguay to produce burlap for bags, 
containers, and general packing pur- 
poses was opened in Montevideo No- 
vember 9. The new firm SAYCA (Socie- 
dad Anonima Yute Canamo Afines) 
started operations with 250 machines, 
including 200 looms with a daily pro- 
duction capacity of 75,000 meters of 
burlap. The total cost of the plant and 
machinery is estimated at 8 million 
pesos. 


Uruguay now imports burlap to a 
value of approximately $4 million an- 
nually. Working at full capacity, 
SAYCA plans to produce bagging val- 
ued at $2 million. The plant will employ 
475 workers. 


German Synthetic Rubber 
Plant To Start Producing 


The first German _ synthetic-rubber 
plant producing so-called cold rubber 
will start production in Marl (West- 
phalia) next summer, according to the 
German press. ° 


The plant’s initial capacity of 45,000 
to 50,000 tons will be sufficient to meet 
more than one-quarter of German crude- 
rubber requirements. As a result, a de- 
cline is expected in West German crude- 
rubber (including synthetic-rubber) im- 
ports, primarily from the United States, 
totaling 50,000 to 60,000 tons annually. 

The German press has reported that 
the final financing of the plant’s con- 
struction costs of about 120 million 
German marks (4.2 German marks = 
US$1) has been insured. The plant un- 
der construction will be operated by 
Buna-Werke Huels, the shares of which 
are held by Chemische Werke Huels 
and the three main successors to the 
I. G. Farben concern (Bayer, Farbwerke 
Hoeschst, and BASF).—U. S. Embassy, 
Bonn. 





Electric-power production in France 
increased from 45,570 million kilowatt- 
hours in 1954 to 49,527 million in 1955, 
the United Nations Department of Pub- 
lic Information reports. 





Superintendent of Documents. 





Foreign Commerce Weekly 
Subscription Form 


Please enter my subscription for Foreign Commerce Weekly at 
$4.50 a year. ($1.50 additional for foreign mailing.) 
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Mail to the nearest U. S$. Department of Commerce Field Office, or 
to the Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. Enclose check or money order payable to the 








t& U. S. Government Printing Office: 1957-440890/24 
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